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Chad 


Chad: Government Announces Reshuffle of Minor 
Cabinet Members 


AB2702211796 Ndjamena Radiodiffusion Nationale 
Tchadienne in French 1900 GMT 27 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] We have in our studios (Mr. 
Abderamane Dadi], the secretary general of the gov- 
ernment, who has an important announcement to make. 
Good evening, Mr. Secretary General of the Govern- 
ment, and welcome to our studios. 


[Secretary General] Good evening and thank you. De- 
cree number O88/PR/M//96 concerning the technical 
reshulfle of the Transitional government: 


Considering the Transiuon Charter; considering Act 
Number 002/CNS/94 of 5S April 1994 on the adoption 
of the Transition Charter, considering Decree No. 282/ 
PR/Y4 of 9 Apnl 1994 on the publication of the 
Transitional Charter, considering Law No. OS/PR/9S of 
| April 1995 on the revision of the Transition Charter, 
considering Decree No, 316/PR/9S of 11 April 1995 
on the nomination of the transitional prime minister; 
considering Decree No. 971/PR/9S of 7 December 
1995 on the reshuffle of the transitional government; 
considering Decree No. 972/PR/95 of 17 December 
1995 on the nomination of the secretary general and 
the deputy secretary general of the government, on the 
proposal of the prime minister, head of the transitional 
government, the president of the Republic, head of state, 
and head of the ministerial council decrees: 


Article 1. The following officials have been appointed 
members of the government to head the given ministe- 
rial posts 


Mr. Nassour Owaido has been appointed as minister 
of planning and cooperation in replacement of Mrs 
Mariam Mahamat Nour, Mr. Jibril Ibrahim Etou), min- 
ister of national education in replacement of Mr. Nas- 
sour Owaido, Mr. (Haroun Mamadou Deng Aloufabet) 
has heen appointed as minister of rural development to 
replace Mr. Mahamat Abdoum Kalaboune 


Article 2. The following decree takes effect on the date 
of its signing and shall be published in the official 
gazette of the Republic of Chad 


Issued in Ndjamena on 27 February 1996 and signed by 
General ldriss Deby 
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Equatorial Guinea 


Equatorial Guinea: Government Denies Opposition 
Refused Access to Media 


AB2602194296 Libreville Africa No. 1 in brench 
1215 GMT 26 keb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text) It seems President Teodoro 
Ohiang Nguema Mbasogo is heading for a landstide 
victory in yesterday's presidential election, According to 
intial results announced last night by Intenor Minister 
Juho Ndong, who as also chairman of the National 
Electoral Commission, the incumbent: obtained more 
than 99 percent of the votes in half of the polling 
stations Of Malabo and Bata, the two main towns of the 
country, Sull according to these results, the opposition 
candidates who withdrew their candidacies such as 
Severo Moto and (Andres Moses Mba Ada) obtained 
voles in the Malabo district. However, the campaipn 
manager of (Secundino Oyonoh Awon Ada) of the 
Popular and Social Democratic Convergence party has 
protested the open ballot system at most polling stations 
and is threatening to call tor a cancellation of the 
poll. So, although, the opposition leaders withdrew 
their candidacies, their party symbols still tound ther 
way into the ballot: boxes. The Equatorial Guines 
Government has accused Spain of berny responsible tor 
the opposition boycott, Concerning this, let us listen | 
Minister (Santos Pascual Likomo) 


[Begin recording} [(Likomo)| We strongly accuse Spain 
because itis behind all this manipulation. Spain's 
external radio service started announcing the candidates 
withdrawal even before the campaign started) When 
a candidate withdraws, he does not do so in the 
media, he rather has to puttin writing. This is what 
the Equatorial Guinea electoral code says, and sitive 
Officially no written letter was sent to the National 
Electoral Commission, the withdrawal could only be 
considered to be rumors 


[Unidentified correspondent) Jus’ a while apo. you 
accused Spain of wanting to torpedo the electoral 
process in Equatorial Guinea, but is the government 
itself not somehow guilty of wanting to disrupt the 
electoral process by preventing the various opposition 
candidates from gaining access to the media’ 


[(Likomo)) This 1s totally false. Lam responsible tor the 
Equatonal Guinea state-owned media. All the political 
parties that presented candidates expressed themselves 
on both television and radio. Therefore, there was 1 

han on candidates coming to speak. All the candidates 
spoke on radio and television. TH you wash, | can even 
give you both video and audio copes. So the candidates 
did speak on radio and television, including even thei 
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campaign manager and spokespersons. There was no 


ban. [end recording] 


Kquatorial Guinea: Government Says No Intention 
To Carry Out Reprisals 


AB2802113196 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
0730 GMT 28 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text) In Equatorial Guinea, the gov- 
ernment has categorically denied that it intends to carry 
out any reprisals against the opposition. This follows an 
appeal by three political parties, urging the internavional 
community to forestall any human nights violavons. 


Three days after the first muluparty presidential elec- 
lions, people are sull living in fear of the government 
and displaying a sort of indifference which is akin to 
resignation. They are hesitant about discussing the coun- 
try’s political situauion in public. 


Zaire 


Zaire: Hutu Extremists Said To Fight Moderates, 
Local Population 


BR2702162396 Rotterdam NRC HANDELSBLAD 
in Dutch 23 Feb 96 po 


[Report by Koert Linder: “Hutus at War With Local 


Zainian Population’ | 


(FBIS Translated Text) Nairom Right-wing Hutu 
refugees from Rwanda have become entangled in a 
war with the local population from Eastern Zaire, who 
belong to the Hunde people. These rnght-wing Hutus, 
who are aware that they can never return to Rwanda 
without being punished for their role in the 1994 
genocide, want to create a permanent homeland for 
themselves in Eastern Zaire. A Red Cross spokesman 
Stated that as a result of the fighting which started 
late last year, 150,000 people, mootly Hundes, became 
homeless in the Masisi area, SO kilometers from the 
Zainian border. 


Both Hutus and Tutsis have been emigrating to the 

sparsely populated region of Eastern Zaire since the 

1930's. In recent years, however, problems had arisen 
> 


between the local Hunde population and the 2 million 
immigrants. The Hundes have now become a minority 


In fighting between Hundes and Rwandan immigrants 
in 1993, between $,000 and 20,000 people were killed 
and 200,000 become homeless. The arrival of yet 
another one and a half million Rwandan Hutus in the 
Zairian border region gave the conflict a completely new 
dimension. An estimated 100,000 to 250,000 retugees 
took part in the slaughters in Rwanda. In recent weeks, 
authorities in Zaire, Tanzamia, and Burundi — with 
the silent support of foreign rehet organizations 
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stepped up pressure on the Hutu retupees to po Pack 
to Rwanda. Retugees who were part of the forme: 
Rwandan Government Army or of the right-wing Hota 
militia Interahamwe, are aware that they wil! he arrested 
upon their return, So they joined forces with tie Hutus 
who have been living in Eastern Zarre tor several 
generations, and started an inland war agunst the 
Hundes. 


losers. They are 
biyhiis ie’ 


PC TUNE Ii ti tA 


Overall, the Hundes seem to be the 
heing driven trom ther land. Right-winyp 
also attacking Rwandan immigrants why 
part in the raids against Hundes Tens 

Of Tutsis among these immigrants fave already been 
driven back to Rwanda in recent weeks At pr 

the Hundes and Rwandans are living near Muasis 
ethnically segregated enclaves 


Both groups are getting ready for new bathes lode 
pendent sources in the area clam Chat the situa 
extremely expiosive. The Rwandans are equipped we 
sophisticated weapons, while the Hundes jaye to tia! 
with spears and machetes. The Hundes are Compianiny 
about corrupt soldic’s within the Zairian Army who ce 
willing to help the nght wing Hutus apacnst payment 


New, large-scale flows of refugees are at tas 

Great Lakes Region. While the Rwandan Hutus w! 

are pully of the genocide are resorting to vicleoce | 

create a safe homeland for thernselves in Basten Zon 

the refugees remaining near the border will he forced 
to leave. Tanzania, with roughly 700.000 retupeoes. has 
recently announced that they must leave 
possible.” This month Tanzania banned the retupees 
political party, the Rally for Democracy and the Return 
of Refugees (RDR), and arrested 160 RD leaders 
who are encouraging the refugees to stay tp ) 
(over 100,000 refugees), the Army and the Government 
launched a campaign in the four retugee camps, Causiny 
2,500 Hutus to return to Rwanda last wees 


tS \ | is 


The camps in Eastern Zaire’s border region. with over 
one million Hutu refugees, have turned into pe 

cities, with schools, bars, shops, hairdressers. movie 
theaters, hotels and photo studios. The Zairan troops 
now want to dismantic this intrastructur 
the camps and prohibiting ail economic activine 


The donor community agrees with Zaire, Tanzania. and 
Burundi that pressure must be exerted on the H 

refugees to prompt them to leave: Reliet workers be vie v¢ 
that its particularly important to arrest the ROR leaders 
For political reasons these leaders encouraged the Hut 

to flee massively to the neighboring Countries when thes 
still represented the former Rwandan regime As ’ 
as the new regime is in power in Rwanda a return of the 
refugees 1s notin these leaders” interest: In addition. the 


e hy surr 
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UNHCR is hardly getung any funds trom donors any 
more for the refugee camps. 


In a report published this week, Amnesty International 
warned "that the massive return of refugees to Rwanda 
and Burundi might lead to new large-scale violations o! 
human rights,” A civil war is raging in Burundi, while 
Rwanda has to do without a civil police force, a judicial 
system or trained prison guards. In the overcrowded 
Rwandan prisons, 66,000 suspects of the genocide 
are awaiting their trial. Since the genocide, however, 
nobody has been tried yet. 


In the absence of a civilian-controlled security sys- 
tem in Rwanda, the new Government Army 1s exer 
cising power. There is no proof of any government 
orchestrated campaign against Hutu citizens by this 
Tutsi-controlled army. However, many of these soldiers 
whose families were slaughtered in 1994, have sull not 
coped with their feelings of revenge against the Hutus. 


Zaire: Transport Minister Rejects Accusations of 
Planned Disasters 


BR2702163396 Brussels LE SOIR in French 
27 Feb 96 po 


[Unattributed article: "Zairian Minister 


Replies] 


[FBIS Translated Text} Zairian Transport and Commu- 
nications Minister Thambwe Mwamba has written to us 
expressing his dismay and indignation on learning ot! 
the article published under the ttle “Zaire: Did People 
Plan the Policy of Adopting the Worst Line to Attain 
Their Ends? — Manipulation or Reality?” and which 
dealt with the senes of recent catastrophes in Zaire. 


Transport 


“Mr. Thambwe Mwamba has no knowledge whatsoever 
of the document referred to in the article. Everything 1s 
false, from beginning to end. Also, Minister Thambwe 
Mwamba was in Kinshasa on 14 December 1995, 
which you could easily have verified; He had returned 
on 11 December 1995S from Bukavu where he had 
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witnessed the inauguration of the new wrport and has 
not lett Kinshasa since. Even at Colette Braeekmman, the 
author of the article, was careful to make abundant use 
of the conditional tense and to question th 
facts, which are particularly odious, the tmianner ol 
picsemting them sows doubt and the accusations do 
a very senous injustice to Mr. Thambwe Mwarnba 
who in fact enjoys an excellent reputation both inside 
and outside Zaire. Mrs. Breeckman invokes | Zaman 
personalities’ to pive weight to the document to which 
she alludes. Mr. Thambwe Mwaniba theretore asked 
me (oO inform you of bis) very proales! reseryations 
concerning the injusuce your article does hin. Mrs 
Colette Braeckman is a well-known journalist whose 
articles are read by many people, [lis therefore highly 
regrettable that she was not better informed hetore 
making such conunents, especially as she ts well aware 
that Minister Thambwe is making the ulmost efiort to 
restructure Zaire’s transport and communications, and 
not without offending a number of private interests, with 
the consequences which this implies 


alleged 


A Political Fact 


Far from presenting as likely the Machiavellian plat 
circulated both in circles in Zaire and on the Internet 
the article in LE SOTR concluded that it was likely t 
be the result of manipulation on the part of those very 
circles disturbed by the transport minister's policy. The 
prospect of restructuring and privatization are indeed 
giving rise to controversy and maneuvering in Zaire 
The Zairian weekly LE SOFT also published the content 
of the document in question, asking exactly the sani 
questions as LE SOIR — namely. Did someone decide 
to give the game away or is it a documeat tabs 
after the event and deliberately’ The weekly even 


calculates that people within the transport ministers 
own party could be interested im seemny him removed 
from office. In other words, the circulation of 

document is not only an instance of manipulation but 


! 
also a political fact which is interesting to report 
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Eritrea 


Eritrea: Foreign Minister Defines Stance on 
Conflict With Yemen 


NC2702123896 Cairo MENA in Arabw 
0710 GMT 27 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text) Addis Ababa, 27 Nov (MENA) 
— Eritrean Foreign Minister Petros Solomon has stated 
that France is about lo present new proposals next week 
on the confi: :t between Sanaa and Asmara over the al- 
Hanish isla.ds. He said that Eritrea wants the acts of 
aggression t stop and the concept of the conflict to 
be defined. A:ter that, Eritrea will be ready to gu to 
international arbiticuion and accept the results. 


In statements to the MENA correspondent tn Addis 
Ababa on the sidelin’s of the African foreign ministers’ 
conterence, the Eritr san official said that the French side 
will inform UN Secretary General Dr, Butrus-Ghali of 
the two countries’ positions on the conflict. He pointed 
wt that Yemen wants the settlement to be over the al- 
tiomish al-Kabir Island only, while Eritrea wants the 
setuement to include all the islands of the al-Hanish 
archipelago. 


On the fate of President Husni Mubarak’s initiative to 
convene a summit between the two countries to settle 
the conflict, Solomon said that Yemen agreed on the 
condition that agreement ts reached first on the French 
initiative before sitting down at the negotiating table. 


The Eritrean minister also asked the Sudanese authori- 
ties to submit to the Security Council a resolution calling 
for Sudan to hand over the three terrorists accused of 
attempting to assassinate President Husni Mubarak in 
Addis Ababa in June of last year. At the same time, he 
pointed out that the decision came a bit late and action 
should be taken immediately. 


Kenya 
Kenya: Moi Holds Talks With Sudanese President 


FA2702200996 Natrobi KNA in English 
1520 GMT 27 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt} NAIROBI, 27th Febru- 
ary: President Daniel arap Moi today at State House, 
Nairoti, held talks with Umar Hasan al-Bashir, pres- 
ident of the Republic of Sudan. The talks centerd on 
bilateral, regional and international issues of interest to 
the two countries. The two heads of state reaffirmed 
their commitment to good neigbourliness and agreed 
that regional problems should be solved by leaders in 
the region. 


In that connecuon President al-Bashir reaffirmed his 
government's commitment to the IGADD [Intergovern- 
mental Authority on Drought and Development] peace 
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initiative on the southern Sudan conflict. He further ex- 
pressed hope that peace talks would be reconvened as 
soon as possible, 


The two presidents also expressed sauistaction with the 
measures taken so far to revitalize igadd 


At bilateral level, the two heads of state noted the 
existing cordial relauons between the two countries in 
the economic, social and political spheres 


President Umar Hasan al-Bashir briefed his host on the 
preparations his country is making for the forthcoming 
presidential and parliamentary elecuons next month 


President Moi accepted to pay a reciprocal visit to the 
Sudan at a later date 


Later the Sudanese president lett tor home in the 
atternoon. The plane carrying President Umar Hasan a! 
Bashir departed the Jomo Kenyatta international Airport 
at 1600, where he was seen off by his host, President 
Daniel arap Mot. [passage omitted] 


Tanzania 


Tanzania: Defense Minister, Burundian 
Counterpart Sign Border Pact 


£A2702202596 Dar es Salaam Radio Tanzania 
Network in Swahilt 1700 GMT 27 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] The governments of Tanzania 
and Burundi have agreed to promote bilateral good 
neighborliness. This agreement was reached in Kigoma 
today between a Tanzanian Government delegation led 
by Mr. Edgar Maokola Majogo, minister of detense and 
national service, and a Burundian Government delepa 
tion led by Lieutenant Colonel Firmin Sinzoyiheba, de- 
fense minister. The ministers also agreed to improve 
security on the common border between the two states 
and resolve the problems of the Burundian retugees lis 
ing in camps in the country. 


During the talks, Tanzania explained its position of 
refusing to become a center for the Burundi opposition 
The leaders also agreed that the two countnes would 
cooperate in curbing illegal activities: which cause 
inconvemence along the yornt border. The ministers also 
agreed to communicate through institutions of mutually 
agreed avenues toward effecting the settlement of the 
border problems 


The Burundian defense minister said his country would 
Strive to create a conducive environment to enable the 
country’s refugees in Tanzania to return home as soon 
as possible 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
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South Africa: ANC Calls For End to U.S. Sanctions 
Against Cuba 


MB2702210096 Johannesburg SABC 3 Television 
Network in English 1800 GMT 27 Feb 96 


([FBIS Translated Excerpt) Amid worldwide condemna- 
uon of Cuba after the shootung down of two Ameri- 
can civilian planes, South Africa has welcomed its first 
Cuban doctors. They've been chosen on the basis of 
their ability to speak English, and are here to help al- 
leviate the acule shortage of doctors in this country. 
They've been employed on a renewable three-year con- 
tract, 


[Begin recording] [SABC reporter Snuki Zikalala} The 
first group of Cuban doctors landed at the Johannesburg 
International Airport this morning. [passage omitted] 
There was an unoffical welcoming party as well — 
some 200 ANC and South African Communist Party 
supporters, chanung anui-American slogans. 


[ANC Deputy Secretary General Cheryl Carolus] We 
think that the American sanctions on Cuba ts ridiculous. 
We think it is outdated, and we really hope that the 
American Government will revise that policy. They are 
causing untold hardship in Cuba. We do not understand 
why the Americans would think that Cuba ts a threat. 


{Zikalala] Dr. Mario Capote Reges only earned 91 rands 
a month as a professor at a teaching hospital in Havana. 
He is happy to be in South Africa. In South Africa, Pr. 
"eges and his colleagues will earn between 5,000 .0 
6,000 rands per month. 


[Reges} I feel fine to come to South Afmca and help 
the people here in South Africa, help in the health care, 
because I think that it is extremely necessary. 


(Zikalala] The remaining 14 doctors from Cuba will ar- 
rive in the next two weeks. The Cuban doctors will be 
deployed in all the nine provinces, after having com- 
pleted a two-week program which entails familianzing 
them with the health system in the country. [end record- 
ing] 


South Africa: Country ‘Extremely Disappointed’ 
With EU Trade Decision 

MB2702195996 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1928 GMT 27 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] PRETORIA Feb 27 SAPA 
~ South Africa on Tuesday said it was extremely 
disappointed by the outcome of a European Council 
decision on trade talks on Monday 


The Department of Foreign Affairs said the counci! 
could not finalise a mandate for the European Com- 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA § 


Mission to negouate a tree- trade agreement with South 
Alnica. 


This was the third tume since December that the 
council had been unable to come to an agreement, the 
department said in a statement. The council had in 
the past expressed determination to support a transiuon 
towards democracy and willingness to contribute to 
the reconstruction and economic development of South 
Atrica after 1994's general elections, the department 
said, 


It was reiterated on February 12 that the EU could 
give tangible support by granung South Africa improved 
market access, the department said. 


A delay in the negotiations would perpetuate discrim- 
inauon in trade matters. Improved market access was 
needed to eliminate economic inequaliues resulung 
from the past and to assist in creaung work for South 
Atrica’s many unemployed people. 


“South Africa can only hope that the EU wiil, during 
its next council meeung in March, approve a mandate 
which wall not only take into account that South Africa 
Is a special case, but which wall form the basis for 
fruitful negotuauons. 


South Africa: Mbeki on Framework for Growth, 
Development Strategy 


M82802074596 Johannesbure SAPA in English 
0357 GMT 28 Feb 96 


{Statement from the office of Deputy President Thabo 
Mbeki issued on the SAPA PR Wire Service on 27 
February | 


|FBIS Transcribed Text} 


Government Enters New Collective Mode of 
Operation 


Significant’ progress was made at the _ Inter- 
Governmental Forum (IGF), co-chaired by executive 
deputy presidents T.M. Mbeki and F.W. de Klerk, and 
held on 26-27 February 1996 in Cape Town. 


Both national and provincial government representatives 
achieved further consensus for the alignment of govern- 
ment policies, acivitles and programmes including vari- 
ous economic targets to ensure growth and development 
for the implementation of the RDP [Reconstruction and 
Development Program] 


Deputy President Thabo Mbeki said) “What we have 
achieved since the last IGF meeting held in Pretoria 
in November 1998 is unprecedenied degree of consen- 
sus On common targets, strategies and approaches to 
resources 
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“The emerging framework for a national growth and de- 
velopment strategy will take the RDP torward through 
the establishment of concrete steps that will accelerate 
growth and development and will reach our targets of 
reducing poverty, increasing employment aid improv- 
ing the quality of life of our people.” 


This IGF developed a work programme to concretise 
various strategies including: 


— the maximisation of employment creation in the 
short, medium and long term; 


— maximisation of public and private investment in 
infrastructure; 


— provision of basic services; 


— Various approaches to public service rauonalisation 
to ensure effectuveness and efficiency and strategies to 
ensure that it does not worsen poverty, 


—- Safety and security and human resource development 


National and provincial government representauves 
committed themselves to a series of high level eco- 
nomic targets including: 


Sustainable economic growth of six per cent per annum 
by the year 2000 


Creation of 500,000 new jobs per annum by the year 
2,000 


Provision of basic municipal services to the entre 
population by the year 2005 and 


Doubling the income of the poorest 40% of households 
by the year 2005 


The IGF targeted the end of April 1996 for the com- 
pletion of the draft national growth and development 
strategy, which will be tabled to national and provincia 
cabinets and the IGF for discussion and will be [words 
indistinct] the allocation of resources in the budget, the 
development planning cycle and the budget cycle. 


South Africa: Volkstaat Council Proposes Province 
for Afrikaners 


MB2702185596 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1600 GMT 27 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) The Volkstaat [Afnkaner 
Homeland] Council wants a tenth province to be 
created in South Africa to enable Afrikaners to exercise 
their se!f-determination within the boundaries outlined 
in the new constitution. 


The council made its submissions to the constitutional 
subcommittee in Cape Town today. It said the new 
province would not be a racially exclusive area, hut 
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would also accommodate colored people who identtied 
with the ideal of an Atmkaner volkstaal 


A spokesperson tor the council, Mr. Johan Wangaard, 
told radio news that the submissions made by the coun 
cil were a product of wide consultation that included 
discussions with eight of the provincial premuers He 
said the council had four areas in mand that could be 
demarcated as a volkstaal 


[Begin Wingaard recording} Yes, there are tour posss 
bilities. One is the possibility in the Northern Cape, one 
in the bosveld [bushveld] region, one in Mphumatanga 
north, and one around Pretoria and part of Gauteny and 
part of the old western Transvaal; and in this area, we 
have demarcated a terntory where there's more than | 
milhon Atrikaners, forming a 60 percent mayorty. fend 
recording | 


The council is scheduled to make another appearance 
hefore the constitutional subcommittee on 1S March 


South Africa: ANC, NP Reject Council Proposal 
for Afrikaner Province 

MB2702201996 Johannesbure “ABC 4 Llelevision 
Network in Enelish 1800 GMT 27 keb 96 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The Volkstaat Council has 
proposed the establishment of a 10th province for 
Atnkaners. The council was formed under the interim 
constituvion to look into the creation of a volkstaat or 
Afrikaner homeland. The counct! said in its submission 
to the Constitutional Assembly today that the Country's 
final consttution should make provision for a 10th 
province. The body wentified four possible 
the volkstaat. The proposal has been supported by the 
Freedom Front [FF], but reyected by most other mayor 
parties in Parliament, including the ANC 


reas for 


[Begin recording} [Constitutional Assembly Chairman 
Cynl Ramaphosal Why don't you yust say, the whole 
of South Africa is a volkstaat, so everybody 1s then 
happ 


[SABC reporter Ronelie van Zyl!) What Could have been 
a hostile two-hour session turned out to be a polite and 
cordial discussion, in which a very sensitive issue was 
handled with care. [passage omitted) Reaction to the 
proposal for an Atnkaner province was predictable The 
FF supported it 


[FF spokesman Dro Corne Mulder] We welcome 
those proposals because they make proviston for seit 
determination on a territorial basis, which we bheheve 


will be 4 success in the end 


[Van Zvi] The Nationa! Party (INP! resected it 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
ws prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 


FBIS-AFR-96-040 
28 February 1996 


[NP spokesman Andnes Beyers| Another means ot cul- 
tural self-determunauon must be tollowed, like the cul- 
tural councils being proposed by the NP. We think that 
is a Way by which cultural groups can be empowered 


{Van Zyl] The ANC initially refused to comment, saying 
the matter was very sensitive. However, later it rejected 
the proposal as an apartheid-style separate province, 
inconsistent with the new national pride and identity. 
The ANC and FF were scheduled to meet late this 
afternoon to find a solution that would satisty most ot 
the parties involved. In the light of the wide differences, 
it could be a long meeting. [end recording] 


South Africa: AWB Reacts to ANC Rejection of 
Afrikaner Province Proposal 


MB2S802;:00496 Johannesbure SAPA in English 
0942 GMT 2* Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Feb 2&8 SAPA 

The African National Congress’ rejection of the 
Volkstaat [Atrkaner homeland} Council [VC] proposal 
for a tenth province tor Atmkaners has exposea the 
Freedom Front {|FF] as a charade, the Atnkaner Weer- 
standsbeweging [Resistance Movement—AWB| said on 
Wednesday 


The very reason tor the existence of the FF and its VC 

has now been completely destroyed,” the AWB satd tn 
a statement in Johannesburg. They have contributed 
nothing at all to solving the crisis the Atnkaner Boer ts 
entangled in 


The VC, a statutory body set up to examine ways to 
realise Afrikaner self-determination, on Tuesday said 
the final constituuon should provide tor an Atmkaner 
province. It made the proposal to the Constituuonal As- 
sembly's deadlock-breaking commuttee in Cape Town 


The ANC rejected the notion of a separate territory tor 
Atrikaners and said it was shocked by the suggestion 
to create what it called an an apartheid-style province 
This reflects poorly on the council and the Freedom 
Front, 1 said in a statement 


The AWB said this reaction proved there was nothing 
to be gained by taking part in government structures 
In fact, Sy participating in the system and licking the 
ANC’s boots for so long, the FF and VC have degraded 
Afrikaners and made them out to be the ANC’s tame 
lapdogs, the AWB said 


The VC has spent millions and millions of rands 
concocting their mdiculous documents, even spending 
taxpayers) money touring the world, and the end result 
of it has heen nothing 
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The AWB added it was obvious the ANC had used FF 
leader Constand Viljoen to split Afrikaner resistance to 
the ANC. “They led him to the slaughter house with 
false promises...It would be funny if it were not so 
(rapic. 


South Africa: Future of Part-Time Forces Viewed 


MB2702133996 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
27 Feb 96 p?7 


{Report by Norman Chandler] 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] Part-uume soldiers accounted 
for 90% of the country’s military needs and disbanding 
the commandos would strike a body blow at the South 
Atrcan Army. 


Otficers commanding units on border protection and 
farm protecuon duties say that the Part-ume Forces 
(PTF) are rapidly being integrated, with specific instruc- 
tions issued to commando units to train at least one 
platoon of SO non-white troops in order to speed up in- 
tegration in the detence force. 


The issue of the PTF came to a head at the recent de- 
fence review consultauve conference in Cape Town, 
where it was disclosed by the chairman of the par- 
lamentary joint standing committee on defence, Tony 
Yeugeni, that he did not believe the commando system 
was in keeping with the 1 ew South Africa, and the Di- 
rector of PTF, Brigadier Roy Anderson, was not present 
(o argue his organisation's case. 


Yengen: has disclosed his committee 1s to investigate 
the PTF system. Anderson, who 1s also executive 
preside at of the Johannesburg Stock Exchange, told The 
Star yesterday: “I very much regret that I did not attend 
the conterence. | would have done so, but unfortunately 
| was neither involved nor informed about 1t. 


[Words indistinct] have appreciated the opportunity to 
contribute to the discussion on the future of the PTF and 
to describe the progress which we have made to date.” 


Anderson ts now to address an army seminar on part- 
time forces to be held on March 28. The seminar will 
he opened by Detence Minister Joe Modise. No formal 
statement has as yet been released by the Department 
of Defence as to why neither Anderson nor the chiefs 
of the Arny, Navy and Air Force were present at the 
conference, organised by the Defence Secretanat as part 
of the process which will determine South Africa’s 
future defence requirements 


A White Paper on Defence 1s to be tabled in Parliament 
in May. Why the PTF, and in particular the commandos 
are sO Important to the military, has been spelled out to 
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The Star by the Officer Commanding Group 46 in the 
Free State, Colonel Mike Odendaal. 


He says the army, with only 225 men in the area, 
has to patrol a 450km border with Lesotho to prevent 
cattle rustling, drug smuggling, vehicle theit and illegal 
Crossings. 


Despite regular meetings on the subject with Lesotho 
muiitary officers “nothing appears to be done’, Odendaal 
said. 


"We cannot do without the commandos,’ Odendaal said. 


The southern Free State, including Bloemfontein, re- 
hed on 1965 commando members, of whom Y9S% are 
farmers, according to Colonel Dreyer du Plessis, com- 
mander of Group 35, which covers an area north ot 
Bloemfontein to the Oranve River 


At last 280 commandos are blacks and these numbers 
are increasing in terms of an order issued recently to 
make the commandos multiracia! 


South Africa: Elite New Police Force Wing Outlined 


MB2602131496 Johanneshbure SOWETAN in English 
26 Feb % pil 


[Report by Sharon Chetty] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} An elite new wing of the police 
force has been set up to solve some of Gur more senous 
crimes. It is the National Prority Investigation Unit, and 
its brief is to get to the botiom of important cases, dul 
with speed and provessionalism — two traits not readily 
associated with the South Afnean Police of the past 


Commanding officer of the unit, Director Neville 
Thoms, is adamant that such a task ts not mmpossible 
“We want to be like the FBI of the South Atncan 
Police — if not better,” he boasts. 


Directly responsible to Police Commissioner George 
Fivaz, Minister Sydney Mutamadi and President Nelson 
Mandela, the unit is expected to demonstrate that the 
police service has broken away from its tainted past 


Judging from one investigation, ut certainty is trying 
Two weeks ago the unit started to investigate the 
mystenous disappearance of an Umkhonto we Sizwe 
[Spear of the Nation, former ANC military wing} cadre 
The case lay dormant tor almost 14° years despite 
numerous attempts by the cadre’s family to find out 
what had happened to their child 


After steadily working on the case for just over a 
fortnight, the investigation team were last week able to 
promise that they were close to an arrest —- an outcome 
no one thought possible ft re than a decade 
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“We've moved to a new dispensation in the SAPS 
(South African Police Service),” says Thoms = The 
people out there rust learn to see us in a new light 
we want them to trust us and to work with us. 


Their immediate prionues are to investigate vehicle 
hijackings, special invesugauions, firearm abuse and taxi 
violer ¢. Commercial crime and anything else deemed 
a pricaity by the President, Minister or Commissioner, 
falls within their ambit. 


The unit has existed since December and while their 
work is not to be regarded as more unusual than police 
invesugations, their operauion is meant to be compact 
and professional, 


Otfhicers will be matched to cases according to their 
skills and will aim to recruit and assign specialists so 
that there can be rapid soluuons. Our members must 
be of the highest calibre. We can’t have any hidden 
agendas,” emphasises Thor is. 


The taxi unit has 40 members, although more are needed 
as things can flare up in seconds.” There are 86 people 
in the firearm wing, but the special investigations team 
Is not yet in place — at present Thoms and investigator 
Andrew Leask share the workload 


The two were SAP members in the ‘dark days bul cm- 
phasise that they were not part of the abuses perpetrated 
by the former security branch. As part of their briet, 
they are invesugating politically sensitive cases like the 
killing by parcel bomb of African National Congress 
member Jeanette Schoon and her young daughter Ka- 
tryn while in exiie in Angola. Her husband Marius is 
suing the police for damages after Craig Williamson, 4 
security branch policeman who intiltrated the ANC in 
the 1980s, admitted last year that the poliwe were re- 
sponsible for the deaths. 


Another invesigauion is probing claims by a British 
right-wing military man called Tyrone Chadwick. He 
came to South Africa and claimed he was employed by 
the Atnkaner Weerstandsheweging [Resistance Move- 
ment] and Inkatha Freedom Party to train people militar 
ily. Chadwick also claimed that people had been killed 
ond burned on a farm near Heidelberg. Police dug up the 
area and found bodies, but Chadwick fled the country 
hetore the invesugation was completed 


Three groups — based in Heidelberg, Soweto and Pre- 
tora — are responsible for invesugating taxi violence 
They have to probe all murders and attempted murders. 
and find ways of dealing with the conflict 


Firearms smuggling is another priority. A major con- 
cern, says Thoms, are those who own legally licensed 
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weapons and then ‘rent’ out their guns say tor 
R1,000 a ume — to killers who commut crimes. 


When dealing with hijackings, they want to be proactive 
while sul finding the best way to react to this scourge. 
Thoms admits that the huge gap between the police and 
public is just one of the hurdles they have to overcome. 
I've been a policeman for 35 years and have been in 
this service for only a few months. I have to improve 
myself. 


Our vision is to give the public a protessional service. 
We are very keen to prove our critics wrong because 
we want to show that we care. We will do everything 
in Our power to do our best, which means we need the 
trust and respect of people. Once that happens, our work 
will be easier. 


There is corruption and lack of discipline, but we are 
trying to stamp it out. We want it kKaown that in our 
unit there is no place for dishonesty. 


‘By ensuring transparency and encouraging ordinary 
members of the public to get involved in community 
policing, we'll find that the barriers can be slowly 
broken down. 


Community police forums will have to help by being 
the eyes and ears of the police —- that will be the most 
effective way of fightuung cnme.” 


specialists must deal with sensitive cases like those of 
child abuse and violence against women, he adds: “In- 
service training is the first step and this should not stop, 
Without motivated members. We can close the doors 
on ourselves. Yes, pay is a problem, but ['m convinced 
that if we give people a service of repute, they will be 
willing to help us financially. We wall be able to work 
On joInt projects together.” 


A veteran — on the beat since 1960 he has worked in 
Various Capacities from his home town in Wolmaranstad 
to Woodstock — Thoms wants everyone to be as proud 
as he is about being a policeman 


After a stunt in the murder and robbery unit in Soweto 
and the West Rand, he became a detective in the former 
Criminal Investigation Department and in 1991 was 
made commander of all specialised units on the West 
Rand 


On January 8 he took up his new position and is still 
very excited about it. Now 54, with two grown-up sons 
who are policemen, Thoms is a grandfather of two, but 
says he still has the enthusiasm he had in his twenties 
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South Africa: Two Unions Threaten Nationwide 
Strike Over Pay Raise 

MB2802124196 Johannesbury SAPA in English 
1127 GMT 28 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Pretona Feb 28 SAPA — Two 
trade unions on Wednesday threatened a nationwide 
strike in June if demands tor a 43 percent pay increase 
for public servants were not met by May 


The Professional Health and Public Sector Union and 
the Educauon, Health, Church, Welfare and Allied 
Workers’ Union told reporters in Pretona that police, 
health, and education workers would be involved in the 
strike. 


“We are afraid last year’s nurses strike wall look like a 
Sunday-school premic,” spokesman Themba Nealo said 


Other demands included that the government make 
available RY.1 billion [rands] it had promised for pay 
hikes during a nurses strike last year. 


The unions also wanted lower taxuuon and improved 
security at hospitals and clinics. Nealo said wage 
negouauons had to be completed betore June and 
appealed to other public service unions to support their 
demands. 


lt is categorically clear the demands tabled by nurses 

during their industrial action last year wall be and are 
still the demands of the entire public service because 
they are genuin ‘ievant, 


“Tt atter the scconu «csston of the central bargaming 
chamber in ’ te government had not met our 
demands, we «° Sark on industnal action, 


Late last year Public Service Minister Zola Skweyiya 
reportedly said he could only obtain R6.$ billion of the 
RY] billion needed tor public service pay increases 
Nealo said the government had raised employees’ ex- 
pectations by promiming them RY.) bilhon 


‘The government talked about grading systems for civil 
servants based on the RY.1 billion. How can it now say 
it does not have money when it has spent more that R14 
million on ‘Sarafina I) AIDS show production and R22 
million on (Health Minister Nkosazana) Zuma’s visit to 
recruit doctors in Cuba?’ 


South Africa: SAAU Welcomes Progress on 
Property Rights Issue 


MB2702180196 Johannesbure SAfm Radio Network 
im English 1400 GMT 27 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} The South African Agnecultural 
Union [SAAU] says the incorporation of a property 
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clause in the constitution can be seen as one of the most 
positive steps by the ANC. The union says the clause 
will bring new hope to the commercial agricultural 
sector 


The president of the SAAU, Chns du Toit, says the 
union welcomes the fact that progress is being made in 
this regard. He says the agricultural union regards the 
property clause as one of the most important documents 
in the bill of righty. 


South Africa: Colored Group in W, Cape on ANC 
Failure fo Ad ‘cess Concerns 


MB27021240496 Johannesburg CITY PRESS 
in English 25 Feb 96 p17 


[Report by Chiara Carter] 


[FBIS) Transcribed Teat) A’ group of prominent, 
coloured ANC supporters in the Western Cape are 
discussing the formation of a new UDF [United Demo- 
craic Front}-style movement in the region. They say 
the ANC has tatled to address its relauonship with the 
coloured community in the Western Cape despite its 
overwhelming defeat by the Nationalist Party in the 
1994 elections. The group — which has begun holding 
meetings in Cape Town is looking at a range ot 
options, including reviving community organisations in 
coloured areas and the formation of a new organisation 
whose menibers would be largely but not exclusively 
from the coloured community. Another possibility 
under discussion is an “interventionist approach” with 
a lobby group working within the ANC itself. 


The group has been meeting for more than six months 

and went public this week with a discussion docu- 
ment in which a prominent ANC activist and academic 
outlined the trustrauions coloured ANC- supporters have 
experienced in getting the ANC to re-examine tts ap- 
proach in the Western Cape 


The discussion paper, written by University of the 
Western Cape lecturer Trevor Oosterwyk and published 
ina Cape Town newspaper, points to serious tensions 
and rifts within the ANC (Western Cape) and argues 
that a new movement is needed which could pressure 
the ANC from outside 


Adding weight to the paper are Oosterwyk's impeccable 

struggle credentials He served as the first president 
of the Cape Youth Congress, was a member of the first 
executive of the United Democratic Front in the Western 
Cape, co-ordinated the ANC’s election campaign in 
Mitchell's Plain in 1994 and describes himself as a 
committed ANC member 


In the paper, Oosterwyk says he and other ANC 
activists who recalled the groundswell of support for the 
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Charterist movement in the coloured community during 
the 1980s, expected victory in 1994, 


They were shocked at the outcome of the elecuions: the 
ANC polled less than a quarter of votes in the Western 
Cape as opposed to the Nationalist Party's 69 percent. 


Oosterwyk says despite ANC local government victories 
in rural areas last year, there is little likelihood ot 
changing the politcal realiues of the Western Cape in 
the torseeable future. 


The ANC has failed to address the main reason for its 
1994 defeat — tts failure to engage with the “coloured 
question, 


“We ANC members allowed ourselves to become duped 
into beheving our own propaganda and were unable to 
assess Our larget groups accurately. Therefore we were 
unable to develop strategies and tactics appropriate to 
that group. We beheved that coloureds accepted non- 
racialism and would therefore automatically vote for the 
ANC. But we were wrong and the problem within the 
ANC is that this kind of thinking is sull pervasive and 
dominates strategic planning.” 


The ANC Youth League in the region has subsequently 
split along racial lines and there is a general paralysis 
among coloured activists, 


Topics which Oosterwyk says need discussion include: 
Understanding coloured identity; 
~ A critical analysis of nonracialism and the 1980s; 


—~ The collapse of political structures in coloured area's 
after 19X85; 


Revisiung ‘holy cows” such as African leadership in 
the Western Cape, African culture and attitudes towards 
coloureds, and centralised planning and thinking; 


Strategic objectives in the light of the 1994 election 
defeat. 
Oosterwyk’s paper urges the ANC to address several 
thorny issues - including: 


The way the ANC’s structure leads to tensions 
hetween different constituencies: 


— Difficulty resolving internal tensions because of ' ap- 
parent lack of vision’ by leadership and the ‘subjective 
interests of African activists’: 


~~ The manner in which “problematic comrades are 
sidelined or slandered” ; 


— The notion of power sharing nationally, which the 
paper says contributes to the belief that it would be 
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expedient to sacrifice the Western Cape in the short 
term, 


Political decisions which disadvantage the coloured 
community because of the belief that this community 
henefitted from apartheid; 


The need to re-examine the nouon of “naon 
building ; and 


the need to revive working class organisations, 


Oosterwyk says: ‘| beleve that these concerns will not 
he addressed in any meanngtul way within the ANC 
under current conditions. It seems that we will only 
begin to resolve our problems if we are able to exert 
meaningful outside pressure on the ANC. | teel that 
anew movement among coloured activists is needed. 
Such an iniuatve, | beheve, does not threaten the ANC 
in any way. In tact, it could be an advantage to the 
organisation in the long term.” 


South Africa: ANC Said Using Defense Force To 
Buy Lard For Redistribution 


MB2802090396 Pretoria PATRIOT in Afrikaans 
24.29 keh WG ~P / 


[Report by Hannes Ferguson] 


[FBIS) Transtated Excerpt] The South Afmecan Na- 
tional Defense Force is under suspicion among Boer- 
Afrikaners tor indirectly purchasing land for Land At- 
fairs Minister Derek Hanekom and his Land Affairs De- 
partment Blacks alleged to be slyly “organizing” land 
flor themselves under the restitution legislation see the 
Detense Force as a softer target than the local farmers, 
as the litter have made it very clear that they would 
resist any Clanm to thetr land with every means at their 
disposal 


A Detense Force colonel and a brigadier from Pretona 
were recently in the vicinity of Douglas to see if they 
couldn't buy surrounding farms tor the Defense Force 
under the pretext that the force wanted to use the land 
for military exercises 


The Fabers and their tamily are an old established Boer 
community who have been farming on family farms 
lor tive generations. They are well disposed toward the 
Defense Force, but the force's record im the tormer 
northern Cape Province ts that they sell these exercise 
sites Co blacks. This was the case at Riemvasmaak; and 
at Smuidtsdnt the Detense Force didn’t put up much of 
a fight when a local Tswana chiet made claims on the 
Defense Force base. Negotiations are currently under 
way with Hanekom’s department for the handing over 
of the massive base, Pomfret, to blacks. 
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In the case of Fabersput, a land attains department 
source has stated that there is already a group of blacks 
wailing to submit false resutuuon claims as soon as 
the Defense Force has taken over the land, The land 
affairs department's argument is that as long as this 
department is not yet authorized to disown white farms 
for redistribution among blacks, the only way out for 
the ANC-controi' ed government to obtain land tor black 
setiiement is through using another state department 
such as the Defense Force, which can then easily follow 
legiumate legal channels to ulumately hand over the 
land to blacks. [passage omitted] 


South African Press Review for 27 Feb 
MB2702133496 

[FBIS Report] 

THE CITIZEN 

Country Places Trust in Mandela —- The page-6 ed 
Horal in Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 
26 February comments on the ‘hero-worship” of Presi- 
dent Mandela, saying “he must know that he is regarded 
both here and overseas as a miracle maker and a samt 
like figure, a man who, alone, has been able to ensure 
a peaceful transiuon to democracy.” South Africa | wall 
survive his yop; yes, the next leader wall put his own 
imprint on the government.” But at this pomt in the 
country’s history, when some issues sull have to be re- 
solved, Mandela ts the one man in whom we all put 
our trust and in whom we place our faith. This ts not 
hero-worship, but a fact of life. 

CITY PRESS 

Early General Elecuon — Johannesburg CITY PRESS 
in English on 25 February in a page-16 editorial os 
uneasy) about the possibility of an early general 
elecuion if those drafting the country’s constitution 
deadlock betore the 9 May deadline. South Africa 
cannot afford) another election or referendum since 
the “national cupboard is bare” “With a legion of 
developmental, social, cconome and other problems 
we doubt South Atnca has the ume to waste on 
constituuonal elections or referendum. Therefore, the 
constitution dratters “owe it to South Africa and the 
millions of citizens who have been the midwives of the 
rainbow nation to finish their work by 9 May. 


SOWETAN 

Squatters Occupying Land In the urban areas partic: 
ularly, conflict is manifesting itself increasingly between 
black people who own property and squatters, who are 


erecting informal accommodation structures wherever 
space is available, notes Johannesburg SOWETAN in 
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English on 27 February in a page-10 editorial, The pa- 
per refers to the fighting which took place in Alexandra 
al the weekend between squatters and East Rand resi- 
dents, saying the conflict goes as tar back as Novem- 
her 1995 when “authorities were warned that residents 
were preparing to take the law into their own hands,’ 
Because of red tape “nothing was done’ to try to tact 
itate an accommodation between the two groups. The 
paper believes the violence is the result of the rather 
clumsy way in which the authorities are handling the en- 
ure question of providing land fur the homeless,” “Sim- 
ply calling on the homeless to desist trom occupying 
unallocated land while tailing to provide them with an 
alternative is hardly the way to solve the problem.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


RDP Role Redefined Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment Program, RDP, Minister Jay Naidoo's message on 
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government and the public service needing to change 
their line budgets “has become blurred, according to 
Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 27 Feb 
ruary in a page-16 editonal. However, the new RDP task 
team may change that. Responsible neither tor planning 
nor the allocauon of funds, it will focus on what many 
in business and government see as the RDP’s real job 
—~ iMnlervening across government to promote delivery 
by the hitherto rules-bound public service and the some 
limes inexpenenced politicians elected to direct them 
If the task team is successful it would ‘redefine = the role 
of the RDP as a whole. ‘Rather than trying to get change 
rolling with a 3% lever, the RDP office could become 
a sort of (ransformavion auditor and wheel greaser 
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Angola 


Angola: FAA Chief on Military Talks, Downed 
Aircraft 


MB2702143596 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1200 GMT 27 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) Military delegations trom the 
government and the National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola (UNITA] met again today in 
search of a formula for the integration of UNITA senior 
Officers into the Angolan Armed Forces [FAA]. Our 
colleague Edgar Rangel has further details. 


Government-UNITA bilateral talks on subject of the 
military have once again been interrupted at UNITA’s 
request. The UNITA delegation has requested more time 
for consultaions with its leadership. The two parties are 
discussing final issues Connected with the conclusion of 
FAA forces. Joao de Matos, FAA chief of General Staff, 
had this to say: 


[Begin recording] (De Matos] [Words indistinct) as | 
pointed out, there is a document on the table. UNITA 
requested more time to consult its leadership. Let us 
wait to hear their reaction to our proposal. 


{Unidentified correspondent] When is this meeting ex- 
pected to conclude? 


{De Matos} We would have liked to see it conclude 
today. We were ready to conclude it today. However, 
there are issues which are beyond the UNITA delega- 
tion's powers. Therefore, they need to consult their lead- 
ership. 


(Correspondent) Will the resolution of the issue on the 
table conclude the meeting” 


{De Matos] That depends. We are negotiating. It will 
depend upon how UNITA reacts to our proposals. 


[Correspondent] [Words indistinct] military issues? 


[De Matos} Yes. That is the final phase. It refers to 
the conclusion of the FAA forces’ formation. Once 
this phase is concluded, we shall move on to practical 
acuons. 


[Correspondent] What about in the field, Mr. General? 
How are things going in the field” 


[De Matos] There are no developments. There are no 
negative developments. The situation is calm. There 
are still incidents. | have just been informed, a few 
minutes ago, that [words indistinct] plane was shot 
down in Lucapa area. All of its occupants died. We are 
investigating to find out whether or not it was UNITA 
that carried out the action. 


{Correspondent} Mr. General, [words indistinct}? 
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[De Matos} The plane belongs to a private company. All 
I know is that most of its occupants [words indisunct) 
its occupants died, 


(Correspondent) (7What about if) UNITA ts involved” 


{De Matos) Then, we shall see. In the meanume, | 
believe it is not good to speculate. [end recording] 


Angola; Communique Provides Further Details on 
Downed Aircraft 


MB2702205096 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 27 Feb 96 


(“Communique" issued by the Angolan Armed Forces 
General Staff; place and date not given} 


(FBIS Translated Text) The Angolan Armed Forces 
General Staff hereby informs the national and interna- 
tional communities that an Ukrainian-made Antonov-12 
aircraft was shot down over the area of Jaribo, approx- 
imately 35 km from Lucapa, at 0500 [0300 GMT] this 
morning. The aircraft, registration number ER/ACF, was 
being used by Aerotropical Air Company. As it prepared 
to land, it was shot down. It had lett Luanda at 1313 
[ume as heard] and was expected to land at OSO8. It was 
on a freight flight to ferry food to the people of Lucapa. 


The aircraft was destroyed and all its occupants killed, 
including the following Russian citizens: instructor 
(Boris Viktor); Commander (Semininta); assistant pilot 
(Radchenko Vladimir); navigator (Kavetsky Vladimuir); 
and technical officer (Gumeniy Igor). Three Angolan 
citizens who owned the cargo were also killed. 


Investigations are under way to establish who was 
responsible for this repulsive and tragic event. 


Angola: UNITA Agrees To Reduce Number of 
Generals in Joint Army 


MB2702202096 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1900 GMT 27 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text} Military teams from the An- 
golan Government and the National Union for the To- 
tal Independence of Angola [UNITA] in Luanda today 
resumed talks concerning the formation of a unified na- 
tional army. The UNITA team ts led by Generals Lutoca 
Wyio and Artur Vinama. 


Gen. Vinama has told the BBC in Luanda that the 
UNITA military team made important concessions when 
it agreed to a reduction in the number of its generals and 
other senior officers in the new 90,000-man Angolan 
Army. The two teams are expected to continue their 
talks tomorrow. 
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Angola: ‘New Advances’ Reported in 
Government-UNITA Meeting 


MB2702190796 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1600 GMT 27 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text} New advances in the peace 
process were made today. The government and the 
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
[UNITA] have agreed on a new timetable which will 
begin to be implemented this March. 


Two meetings were held at the Joint Commission head- 
quarters in Luanda this morning. The military meeting 
examined UNITA’s reaction to the counterproposal pre- 
sented by the government as relates to positions to be 
granted to UNITA generals and officers. Nothing much 
was achieved in today’s discussions because the UNITA 
delegauion requested a suspension of the proceedings 
for consultations with its leadership. The meeting 1s ex- 
pected to resume at 1000 (0800 GMT] tomorrow. At the 
end of the meeting, General Joao de Matos, Chief of the 
General Staff of the Angolan Armed Forces, informed 
journalists about the downing of a civilian aircraft in 
Lucapa this morning. The perpetrators of this action are 
sull unknown. 


Meanwhile, the political meeting between the govern- 
ment and UNITA, which was also held at the Joint 
Commission headquarters today, reached a new agree- 
ment providing a series of actions aimed at consolidat- 
ing peace. Higino Carneiro, deputy head of the gov- 
ernment delegation to the Joint Commission, said the 
agreement of intent reached today will be submitted to 
the mediators for discussion at a meeting expected to 
take place at the Joint Commission headquarters this 
afternoon. 


Angola: Communique—Dos Santos, Savimbi To 
Meet in Gabon 1 ‘arch 


MB2702195096 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 27 Feb 96 


[Press communique issued by the Office of the President 
of the Republic of Angola in Luanda on 27 February] 


[FBIS Translated Text} The Office of the President 
of the Republic of Angola would like to confirm that 
President Jose Eduardo dos Santos will meet Dr. Jonas 
Savimbi, leader of the National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola [(UNITA], in Libreville, Gabon, 
on | March. The meeting is aimed at reinforcing 
the atmosphere of trust and understanding to speed 
up the implementation of the Lusaka Protocol, avoid 
new impasses and clarify some misunderstandings. The 
Office of the President of the Republic of Angola 1s 
convinced that the Libreville meetung will examine in 
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depth the main difficuluies facing the peace process and 
recommend soluions which will lead to recovery of the 
time lost in the implementauon of the Lusaka Protocol, 


[Signed] Office of the President of the Republic of 
Angola in Luanda, 27 February, 1996. 


Mozambique 


Mozambique: Maputo Harbor Director Replaced in 
Wake of Corn Theft 


MB2702163696 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1500 GMT 27 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text) (Paulo Aluate), who is a4 mer- 
chant marine captain and holds a bachelor of arts degree, 
has been appointed the new director of Maputo Harbor. 
(Aluate) was sworn in today. He replaced Alberto Elias, 
who was relieved of his duties because the Mozambique 
Railroad's board of directors found that the atmosphere 
in the wake of the corn theft incident did not favor his 
continuing in the position, 


Mozambique: Military Situation Reportedly 
Worsens in Dombe 


MB2802090596 Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
27 Feb 96 p4 


[Report by Victor Machinca] 


[FBIS Translated Text) The political and military situa- 
tion in Dombe administrative region, Manica Province’s 
Sussundenga District, is detenorating despite the pres- 
ence of special forces in the area. For the time being 
there is no convincing sign that peace will be achieved 
soon. 


It does not take long for anyone arriving in Dombe 
nowadays to understand that there 1s tension in the area. 
The political and military situation is worsening and 
the lives of residents are threatened, hence the need for 
government intervention. 


Our Chimoio correspondent toured the area on 24 
February, attending a mass rally addressed ty Governor 
Artur Canana. Our correspondent says it was felt that 
the whole country may be heading for another war 
apparently to be waged by the movement that spent 16 
years in the bush. [sentence as published] 


Reports from the area confirmed by official sources say 
the alleged Chimwenjes [Torch], from Zimbabwe, are 
merging with former Renamo [Mozambique National 
Resistance] guerrillas to promote acts of terrorism and 
vandalism, under of the cover of being Zimbabwean 
dissidents. 
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Besides, one of the citizens interviewed was Raul 
Domingos who says that a large number of male and 
female youths recruited by force or abducted in regions 
under Renamo influence, are receiving military training 
in Muz: imbawa, Machaze District, with a view to 
beefing up the group's ranks, 


With the increase in the number of Chimwenyjes, the 
group's radius of activity ts also widening, and terrorism 
is on the increase. This has caused refi.gees to Hock into 
the capital of Dombe administrative region over the past 
lew days. 


Moving in groups of two, armed with AKM rifles, the 
Chimwenjes have increased attacks and murders, most 
of which occur during daylight, This was disclosed to 
Governor Canana when he visited the area. 


In this context, Manuel Alberto, head of the local 
administrative region, says that over the past 30 days 
five people were killed, including four traditional chiefs 
and a civilian, in attacks on Machir and Zinguene areas. 
The criminals stabbed the first four to death after looung 
six small shops, while the fifth vicum was shot in 
Zinguene, also after another attack on a shop. 


There are also frequent abductions, although the numb © 
of abducted people has not been revealed. This ts also 
causing concern to the local population. 


Swaziland 
Swaziland: King Says Law Banning Political 
Parties To Be Scrutinized 


MB2702190096 Mbabane Radio Swaziland Network 
in English 1600 GMT 27 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) His Majesty, King Mswati 
Il, has said Swaziland will continue improving its 
poliucs which includes scrutinizing laws such as the 
1973 decree, which banned political parties. His majesty 
made these remarks when he met the U.S. Assistant 
Secretary of State for African Affairs, Mr. George 
Moose, at Lozitha Palace today. The king said presently 
Swaziland is working on improving the economy, but 
will continue looking at other things that stand to 
improve the standard of living of the Swazi people 
He said after giving a report of the economic review 
commission to the American ambassador to Swaziland, 
the country was looking forward to receiving advice and 
expertise from the Americans to improve the economy 
The king said Swaziland still needs a lot of assistance 
to realize its goal of improving the standard of living 
He expressed happiness that the Americans are taking 
senous the program of funding southern African states 
to improve living standards. His majesty further thanked 
the Americans for the hospitality he was oftered when 
he visited that country last year 
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Zambia 


Zambia: Government Insists) Parliament To Pass 
Constitution 


MB28020802960 Lusaka THE POST in English 
Skeb 96 pd 


[Report by George Jambwa| 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) The ruling Movement: tor 
Multiparty Democracy [MMD] has reiterated its stand 
not to have the draft constitution adopted through a 
constituent assembly, 


Health Minister Michael Sata maintained at a press 
briefing yesterday that the constitution would be adopted 
by the MMD dominated parliament. “As cabinet we 
will not bow to pressure and have the draft constitution 
adopted through the so called constituent assembly. It 
will be adopted by parhament as the law says, Sata 
maimtained yesterday, 


Sata also accused tormer president Kenneth Kaunda of 
having hijacked the 199] constitution by not calling 
for a constituent assembly. “Kaunda did not realise the 
Importance of a constituent assembly when parhament 
was UNIP [United National Independence Party] pre- 
dominantly . He decided to adopt it through parliament 
to promote his interest and protect his son,” said Sata. 
But UNIP spokesman, Bweendo Mulengela dened that 
Kaunda hijacked the Mvunga constitution. 


Before President Chiluba was elected as President he 
wrote a letter to Kaunda demanding for a consensus 
hetore the constitution could be adopted and history 
can tell that there was a forum outside parliament at the 
Cathedral of the Holy Cross. By this time the bill was at 
its second reading. So why should Sata cheat that it was 
hijacked, Mulengela asked in an interview yesterday 
adding: “we only wish to adopt it outside parhament 
and then enact itin parliament.” [sentence as published] 


Mulengela charged that if Sata wants this country to 
become ungovernable, his government should go ahead 
and adopt it in parliament. He also threatened that this 
year's elections would not be held 1f MMD decides to 
rule out the wishes of the majority. 


Various political parties and NGOs [non-governmental 
organizations} Nave been calling for a constituent as- 
sembly which was part of the Mwanakatwe terms of 
reference on the mode of adoption of the constitution 
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Zambia: Information Minister Explains POST 
Editors’ Arrest 


MB2702155296 Lusaka THE POST in English 
9 Feb 96 pp I, 3 


{Report by Masauso Lungu] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Government yesterday ad- 
mitted it was planning a referendum in March, next 
month. Information minister Amusaa Mwanamwambwa 
claimed the referendum proposal was sull a confidental 
matter of which the public were to be informed later. 


“It was a confidential matter on which cabinet was going 
to deliberate and decide on,” Mwanamwambwa said in a 
press statement yesterday. “The public was going to be 
informed of the decision(s) in due course in accordance 
with government's established procedures.” 


Mwanamwambwa also called on Zambians to continue 
speaking, writing, and publishing freely any information 
they may have without fear of being monitored. He 
made this appeal in response to local and international 
reactions to the arrest and detention of three editors 
of THE POST newspapers and the presidential decree 
banning their Monday's edition 401 which had carried 
the story. 


Mwanamwambwa said the arrest of POST editors was 
normal because they have allegedly committed a crim- 
inal offence. 


“THE POST staff who are facing charges have been 
arrested for a criminal offence of being illegally in 
possession of a classified and confidential government 
document,” Mwanamwambwa said, justifying: “This is 
a normal and routine law enforcement, democracy is 
among other things principally about the rule of law.” 


He claimed press freedom in Zambia is intact as are 
the rights and liberties of all citizens. “The MMD 
government is committed to democratic governance 
and strict observance of the citizens’ human rights,” 
Mwanamwambwa said. 


He said Zambians should be free and continue to speak, 
write or publish freely. “They do not have to look 
over their shoulders for fear of someone listening and 
reporting them to the authorities,” he said. 


But Zambia Civic Education Association chairperson 
Lucy Sichone has rebuffed Mwanamwambwa's claims. 
“What routine is he 1s talking about when his govern- 
ment is working hard to imprison, before trial, the edi- 
tors it arrested?” Sichone asked in an interview yester- 
day. “The ban of edition 40! and the arrest is all full of 
malice and in bad faith.” 


Foundation tor Democratic Process (FODEP) secretary 
Bishop John Mambo in an interview yesterday said: “Il 
is the same government that has taken the editors to 
court over what they call classified documents, and 1 is 
the same government preaching about press treedom.” 


Zambia: Organization Says Voter Registration 
‘Total Failure’ 


MB2802080396 Lusaka THE POST in English 
9 kFeb 96 p3 


[Report by Reuben Phiri] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) Foundation tor Democrauc 
Process (Fodep) has described the ongoing method be- 
ing used to register voters as a “total failure”. Fodep 
President Reverend Foston Sakala made the ‘declara- 
tion’ ata press briefing in Lusaka yesterday. 


Sakala reiterated Fodep's appeal to the government to 
conduct a door-to-door registration, “If the government 
can go door-to-door during census, why can’t they do 
the same for this noble exercise?” Sakala asked. “Oth- 
erwise the 2] days extension will sull be meaningless.” 


Electoral Commission earlier this year objected to the 
mobile registraion system. "You are aware that the 
same registration centres are going to be used as polling 
stations during elections and so it makes it much easier 
for people to know where to vote from during elections,” 
Muzvamba was quoted in an interview, adding: “The 
mobile registration system is not even provided for in 
the Electoral Act.” 


But Sakala said Fodep will continue pressurizing the 
government to hange its stand. "We insist and will 
continue twisting the arm of the government until they 
respond to the cries of the people,” he vowed. 


Sakala also called for the involvement of traditional 
rulers. “I feel that if chiefs were directly involved by 
the electoral commission to help in the voter registration 
exercise, the perceived rampant apathy by people could 
have been tremendously minimized,” Sakala said. 


And Fodep also offered to mediate in the meeting 
between the opposition parties and the ruling MMD 
{Movement for Muluparty Democracy]. 


“We have also already written to the President and 
we are in the process of mobilising agendas from the 
various political parties so that we have specific issues 
lined up for discussion,” Fodep secretary Bishop John 
Mambo said ai the same press briefing. 


Opposition parties early last month requested to meet 
President Fredenck Chiluba to discuss among other 
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things the registration of voters and the participation of 
the Israeli company, Nikuv Computers, in the exercise. 


Chairman of the joint opposition Rodger Chongwe said 
in an interview on Tuesday that they are yet to hear 
from the President. "We have written to the President 
and we are wailing for him to repiy,” Chongwe said. 


But the Zambia Democratic Congress (ZDC) who 
snubbed the first meeting organised by the joint oppo- 
silion were sceptical about the Fodep initiative. “Much 
as we would encourage dialogue, we want a substantive 
meeting which will produce results,” ZDC vice secre- 
tary Azwell Banda said in an interview yesterday. "We 
want a neutral venue for the meeting chaired by a body 
acceptable to ali parties, so we feel Fodep may not be 
adequate to handle such a meeting.”’ 


Fodep also condemned the ‘militants’ abuse of youths 
by politicians. "The use of the youths suggests violence 
and merely brings tension among political parties,” 
Sakala said. 


Sakala’s remarks come following violence that broke 
out on Tuesday between the police and MMD youths 
during a peaceful solidarity march by UNIP [United 
National Independence Party} youths. 


Zambia: Youths Catch Policemen Taking 
Photographs of UNIP Offices 
MB2802090296 Lusaka THE POST in English 
7 Feb 96 p4 


[Report by George Jambwa] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Three police officers yesterday 
survived the wrath of United National |). ependence 
Party [words indistinct) cadres after being « aught taking 
pictures of their party headquarters. }he three cops 
were allegedly secretly taking pictures of people at 
Freedom House yesterday morning before alert party 
youths pounced on them and dragged them inside the 
building for questioning. 


Party secretary general Sebastian Zulu who was later 
called to talk to the trio confirmed the incident and 
wondered why the police were taking pictures. “The 
three officers were apprehended by our youths outside 
the party offices where they were said to be taking 
pictures of people around here secretly. It is good that 
they were not beaten,” Zulu explained. 


The three officers who later disclosed they were from 
Lusaka central division are inspector Ernest Kaoma, 
Jennifer Mukubondo and Kelian Muleya. They also 
revealed that they were just working on instructions 
from their seniors whom they did not disclose. “We 
did not come for this mission on our own. We are 
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just working under orders trom our semors, explained 
Kaoma. 


Lusaka commanding officer Wynter Kabwiku admitted 
sending the three officers on an errand to take pictures 
at Freedom House. “There was nothing sinister with 
our officers taking pictures outside the building. If you 
didn't go there, go there now and read what is on the 
banners. All what we are interested in are the banners 
which have been stuck outside the building,” Kabwiku 
said in an interview yesterday. 


The message on the two banners was announcing 
today’s planned solidarity march organised by “Lusaka 
youths in support of their leader Kenneth Kaunda which 
starts from Kabwe round-about to Freedom statue 


Zambia: Monitor Body Criticizes State-Planned 
Referendum 


MB2802091696 Lusaka THE POST in English 
7 Feb 96 p7 


[Report by Shaka Gina] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) The Zambia Independent Mon- 
itoring Team (ZIMT) has spoken against the ‘secret 
referendum which government plans to hold in March 
this year. 


Speaking in an interview with THE POST on Monday 
ZIMT president, Alfred Zulu, said the exercise would be 
too costly and instead suggested that government holds 
a central constitutional conference where people would 
openly debate the Consttution. 


“According to my view the referendum will require so 
much money, but a conference can help save money, 
which can be used in the registration process to make 
it more effective,” said Zulu. 


According to a secret government programme leaked 
to THE POST, the referendum is aimed at getung the 
public to endorse the government white paper and usher 
in an MMD [Movement for Multiparty Democracy} 
tailored Constitution. 


The project will cost over K150 million {kwacha] and 
would be funded under the control of President Chiluba 
MMD national secretary, health minister Michael Sata, 
defended the move at the weekend. “There is nothing 
wrong with consulting people, we have always been 
doing that, so why should we not do so now?” Sata said 
when contacted on Sunday. 


Zulu also condemned government's move to hold local 
government elections in March saying his team had 
currently estimated the voters roll to have less than | 
million people who have registered to vote. ‘By March 


This report may contain copyrighted material Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 


18 SOUTHERN AFRICA 


the voters roll will be below the required 4.5 million 
considering Uthat less than a million people have as yet 
registered to vote in this country,” Zulu said, 


“The existing system cannot work unless people can be 
allowed to vote by virtue of their nationality with their 
birth certificates al voling points,” he suggested. 


He said both these proposals by MMD make no sense 
at all. 


Zambia: UNIP Criticizes Voter Registration 
Document 


MB2802100696 Lusaka THE POST in English 
8 Feb % p3 


[Report by Reuben Phiri] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The contract for the registra- 
tion of voters and updating of voters cards between the 
Zambian government and Nikuv Computers of Israel 1s 
not a secret document, claimed UNIP [United National 
Independence Party] vice-president Inyambo Yeta yes- 
lerday. 


Yeta charged at a press briefing that the contact 1s 
wrongly classified “secret”. 


"The contract is wrongly classified ‘secret’ by the 
government for the purpose of concealing from the 
public at layj’e the fraudulent contract which is designed 
to mg the presidential and general elections this year in 
favour of the ruling MMD [Movement for Multiparty 
Democracy],” Yeta said. "The registration of voters is a 
national exercise which should be transparent.” 


And UNIP yesterday filed a notice of application for 
leave to apply for Judicial Review challenging the 
continued use of the company in the exercise. UNIP 
president Kenneth Kaunda gave the government a seven 
days ultimatum last week in which to reveal the contents 
of the contract failure to which they would have it made 


public. 


It went ahead yesterday and made the contract available 
to the press as resolved at Kaunda’s briefing last week. 
“Pursuant to a resolution of the central committee made 
on February 6, 1996 we hereby authorise the publication 
of the said fraudulent contract in order to expose the 
fraud,” Yeta said. 


But Information minister and chief government 
spokesman Amusaa Mwanamwambwa said yesterday 
that the contract of Nikuv was long settled. “The 
matter of Nikuv has been settled once and for all,” 
Mwanamwambwa said. “If it was in Kaunda’s rule, 
what he has done could have constituted an offence. 
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Yeta said the contract provided that there shall be no 
relauonship of master and servant or agent and principal 
between GRZ [Government of the Republic of Zambia) 
and Nikuv and that Nikuv will have complete charge o! 
the personnel carrying oul the project to register voters 


“This effectively excludes the electoral commission 
from directing and supervising the registration of voters 
in breach of article 77(9) of the constitution and section 
14 of the Electoral Act,” Yeta said. 


Yeta also said, under the contract, the voters cards 
will be produced and distributed after inspection of the 
voters roll by applicants whose applications have been 
approved. 


“The unclaimed cards may be used to manipulate the 
elections,” Yeta argued. “Owing to the apathy by voters. 
many registered voters will not claim their voters cards 
and such cards may be used by MMD to manipulate the 
elecuon in their favour in the same manner they used 
voters certificates in several parliamentary by-elections 


Yeta also claimed that the Nikuy contract only provided 
tor 4 milhon people to be registered when the Electoral 
Commission has esumated potential voters at 4.6 muil- 
lion. 


“Nikuv will supply up to 4 million voters cards, 
excluding 600,000 eligible voters trom the registration, 
Yeta carped. 


“Now that the ultimatum has expired UNIP has taken 
action. The matter is now in the hands of our lawyers, 
Yeta said. UNIP filed the application in the Lusaka 
High Court through there advocates Kawanambulu and 
company. 


But Forum for Democratic Process (Fodep) appealed 
for a spirit of reconcihation in view of the forthcoming 
elections. Fodep secretary Bishop John Mambo said in 
an interview yesterday that termination of the contract 
was not the best solutioa. 


“Those are some of the issues which we feel should be 
tabled at the inter-party meeting,” Mambo said. Even if 
the government decided to terminate the contract today, 
they would still be required to pay millions of taxpayers 
money. — 


Mambos advised: “What we need is to pressurise the 
authorities for meeting — 
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Zambia: Opposition Criticizes POST Editors’ 
Detention 


MB2802091796 Lusaka THE POST in English 
7 Feb p3 


[Report by Reuben Phiri) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Opposition parties and civic 
Organisations yesterday criucised the arrest of three 
POST editors and the banning of the paper's Monday 
ediuon 401 because “it is the only mouthpiece for 
independent minds.” 


Zambia Democratic Congress [ZDC] national secretary, 
Derrick Chilala deplored the ban, arguing that the paper 
was contributing to checks and balances in government. 


“ZDC condemns in the strongest words this continued 
harassment and persecuuon of THE POST editors. We 
also condemn the ban of that edition, the paper checks 
the governinent excesses,” Chitala said. 


“President Chilubs in his panicky state is atlempting to 
muzzle the free press and we call on him to follow the 
legal process if he feels injured by the press, because 
he is abusing his powers.” 


Forum for Democratc Process (Fodep) also expressed 
outrage at the ban of the publicauon and detention 
of the editors and called for the repeal of the Act 
authorising the President to ban publications. “This 1s 
a good opportunity to challenge the constitutionality of 
that law because it is not compatible with freedom of 
expression,” Fodep legal chairman Alfred Chanda said 
in an interview yesterday. 


Chanda said the law had been used by the colonialists 
when Africans were fightung for their independence 
but had now become an infringement on freedom of 
expression. 


‘The law is so broad and it doesn't give the President 
guidelines on deciding whether something is of pub- 
lic interest or not making him the sole judge of what 
is considered of public interest,” Chanda said. Fodep 
called for the repeal or drastic modification in confor- 
mity with democracy. 


Liberal Progressive Front (LPF) president Roger 
Chongwe charged that the police acuon did not come 
as a surprise to the people of Zambia. “Chiluba had 
always told us that he was going to deal with THE 
POST. The government should not hide behind the 
security act to defraud the people of Zambia,” he said. 


Chongwe added, “If Chiluba wants to avoid leaking of 
information about his government, he must come out in 
the open and prac vice transparency as he preaches.” 
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And the Zambia Independent Monitoring Team | ZIMT) 
expressed ils disappointment al the declarauon of Mon 
day's edition as a prohibited publicauon and desorbed 
the arrest of POST editors as an infringement on thei 
human rights. 


ZIMT president Alfred Zulu said it ts unfortunate the 
MMD [Movement for Muluiparty Democracy| govern 
ment was now acting in a dictatorial way by intringiny 
on people's rights to know and access to information 


‘ZIMT 1s disappointed with government's behaviour 
and we urge it to rescind its decision, Zulu said, 
adding, “We call upon the government to arrest all 
the peace loving Zambians who read THE POST on 
Monday, including those on internet since the law says 
anyone found with a prohibited publication is guilty of 
an offence.” 


UNIP [United National Independence Party) vice 
president Inyambo Yeta has deseribed the arrest 
of M’membe, Phiri and Mwape as a mockery to 
democracy and a gross violauon of the Republican 
Constituuon. "We view this action to be a flagrant 
abuse of the nghts of the freedom of expression and 
freedom of the press which are provided for in Articles 
20 and 21 of the Constutution of Zambia, he said 


He said the banned newspaper edition Was a good report 
of public interest, he also demanded the immediate 
release of the editors. 


Zimbabwe 


Zimbabwe: Mugabe Urges Youth To Eliminate 
Factionalism Within Pariy 
MB2302202396 Harare Zimbabwe National 


Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1800 GMT 23 Feb 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] The president and first secre 
tary of ZANU-PF [Zimbabwe African National Union|, 
Comrade Robert Mugabe, has urged the youth to spear- 
head total elimination of factionalism within the party 
in order to protect the chenshed goals and the good 
image of the party. Comrade Mugabe made the cal! 
when he addressed the first meeting of the ZANU-PF 
Youth League national assembly in Harare today He 
said party cadres who are involved in factionalism must 
be advised that they are not acting in the best inter. 
est of the party. Comrade Mugabe commended those 
provinces where the leadership has diligently and delib- 
erately worked to improve working relations throughout 
the various organs of the party. The meeting, which was 
also attended by senior party polithuro members, is ex 
pected to discuss, among other things. unemployment 
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among the youth and the role the league is playing dur- 
ing the current presidential election campaign. 


Zimbabwe: Tanzanian President Benjamin Mkapa 
Arrives in Harare 
MB2602131596 Harare Zimbabwe National 


Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1130 GMT 26 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Tanzanian President Benjamin 
Mkapa has arrived in Harare for a two-day working visil 
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aimed at suengthening bilateral relations between the 
two countries as well as making his government's posi- 
lion known on issues affecting the region. He was met 
at the internauonal airport by President Robert Mugabe 
and senior government officials. The 34-man delegation 
includes the first lady (Amy) Mkapa, Tanzanian Minis- 
ter of Foreign Affairs Jackson Makweta, and Zanzibar's 
Minister of Information and Culture (Isa Mohammed) 
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Nigeria 


Nigeria: Government Formally Welcomes Recalled 
Envoys Back to Post 


AB2702171496 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 27 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} The Fuderal Government has 
formally welcomed back to Nigeria foreign envoys 
who left for their countries following the suspension 
of Nigeria's membership of the Commonwealth. The 
minister of internal affairs, Alhaji Babapana Kingibe, 
Stated this in Abuja yesterday when 'he Brush high 
commissioner to Nigeria, Mr. John Masefield, paid him 
a courtesy visit. Ernest Ifeyika was on hand: 


[Begin Ifejika recording] The minister advised all the 
envoys to continue from where they stopped in the spirit 
of mutual understanding and cooperation between Nige- 
ria and their countries. Alhaji Babagana Kingibe de- 
scnbed the British trade mission as most umely. The 
minister announced that as part of measures to put in 
place a peaceful investment climate, the Federal Gov- 
ernment has liberalized the administrauon of expatriate 
quota positions as well normalized all bottlenecks which 
had created problems in the past. 


Alhajt Babagana expressed the hope that the nation’s 
foreign trade and investment partners will see as positive 
the major [word indistinct] of the 1996 budget which is 
further aimed at improving the social amenities in the 
areas of health, education, and transport, stabilization 
of exchange rates, job creation, and other means of 
revamping the economy. 


Responding, the British high commissioner to Nigeria, 
Mr. John Masefield, stressed that the need to maintain 
diplomatic channels of communication and be part of 
the development process in Nigeria contributed to their 
coming back to Nigeria. He hoped that this year’s 
budget would usher in a favorable investment climate 
and enhance the bilateral trade relations between Nigeria 
and Britain. [end recording} 


Nigeria: UN Envoy Says ‘No Need’ To Take 
Bakassi Claim to UN 


AB2802104796 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 28 Feb 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Text} Nigeria has reacted to the de- 
cision of Cameroon to refer her claim over the Bakass1 
Peninsula to the United Nations Security Council. Nige- 
ria's permanent representative at the UN, Professor 
Ibrahim Gambari, said in New York that there was no 
need to bring the issue to the Security Council since it 
was already being handled at regional and subregional 
levels. Prof. Gambari stated that tabling the dispute at 
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the Security Council was detrimental to current efforts 
to decongest its agenda of African issues. 


Cameroon had written to the Security Council to ask 
Nigeria to withdraw her troops to the position they 
occupied before the Deceniber 1992 clash between the 
two countries. Cameroon first brought the dispute to the 
Council in 1994, She also took the matter to the World 
Court at The Hague for arbitration. 


Nigeria: Minister Delivers Special Abacha Message 
to Zairian Leader 


AB2702130096 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 27 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} Nigeria has called for the 
strengthening of subregional (?groupings) in Africa. The 
minister of foreign affairs, Chief Tom Ikimi, made the 
call in Kinshasa while deli. sting a special message 
from the head of state, General Sani Abacha, to the 
Zairian leader, President Mobutu Sese Seko Chret Ikimi 
said the [word indistnct] would enhance economic and 
political growth in the continent. 


The minister described Nigeria and Zaire as two (?im- 
portant) nations in sub-Saharan Africa which, he said, 
could use their experiences to bring about meaningtul 
development in the contunent. Chief kimi praised the 
understanding of President Mobutu of the current polit- 
ical situauon in Nigeria and called tor turther support 
from the government and people of Zaire. 


The minister had earlier delivered similar messages 
from the head of state to the Namibian leader, Dr. Sam 
Nujoma, President Joaquim Chissano of Mozambique, 
and King Mswat Ill of Swaziland. 


Nigeria: Economic Cooperation Agreement 
Reached With Zaire 


AB2702190396 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 
1700 GMT 27 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Nigeria and Zaire have agreed 
to strengthen areas of economic cooperation between 
them. The agreement was reached in Kinshasa after a 
visit by the foreign affairs minister, Chief Tom tkimi, 
to the Zairian leader, President Mobutu Sese Seko 


Chief Ikimi described Nigeria and Zaire as two impor- 
tant countries in the sub-Saharan Af-'ca that needed to 
sustain their bilateral relations at this crucial stage ot 
their development. He praised President Mobutu as a 
respected African leader who has always shown under- 
standing and sympathy toward the problems of Nigeria 
He stressed the need for African countries to resolve 1s- 
sues of boundary disputes through dialogue. Chief Tom 
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Ikimi restated Nigeria's policy of extending its hands ot 
friendship to Africa and black people all over the world. 


Nigeria: Abacha Restates Regime’s Desire To Hand 
Over Power 


AR2702223796 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 27 Feb 96 


{(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt! The head of state, Gen- 
eral Sani Abacha, has once again expressed his gov- 
ernment’s desire to return Nigeria to democratic rule. 
This was contained in a speech he sent to the sixth an- 
nual Murtala Muhammed memorial lecture organized 
by the DAILY TIMES OF NIGERIA, PLC. Correspon- 
dent Cordelia Okoma reports: 


[Begin recording} [Okoma] The head of state’s message 
was read by the chief of air staff, Air Marshal Fem: 
John Femi. He said the different political structures 
already put in place is a clear testimony of the desire 
to return the country to a democratic rule, pointing out 
that Nigeria is not an island unto itself so Cannot remain 
in isolauion. The message also urged all those aspiring 
to lead the nation to : mulate the leadership qualities 
of General Murtala Muhammed. The chairman at the 
occasion, General Muhamadu Haladu, also spoke in 
the same vein, but cautioned that the military should 
not be stampeded out of office only to install another 
government that will be short-lived. 


The guest lecturer, Professor Sam Okpabi, an authority 
in military history, spoke on the theme: The Military 
and Nigeria's Political Transition Program. The relation- 
ship between the politicians and the military, he said, 
deserves attention since it is increasicgly becoming an 
important factor in the implementation of the transition 
program. Looking back in time, he said politicians have 
always willingly cooperated with the military to play 
subordinate roles. Although he did not quite spare the 
military who, he said, have come to see themselves as 
arbiters in political matters despite the fact that their role 
is basically to defend the territorial integrity of Nigeria: 


{Okpabi} There could not have been a successful coup in 
this country without the support of some politicians. A 
few months ago, those ministers who had the ambition 
of resuming partisan politics were given the opportunity 
to resign but none did so. [laughter] One now finds that 
these politicians, once serving in a military government, 
become strong supporters of that government. However, 
immediately they release office, some of them sing 
a different tune altogether. [laughter] Therefore, the 
politicians as a class cannot behave in a way [words 
indistinct} without compromising their positions and 
calling their integnty to question. 
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{Okoma] Speaking on behalf of other poliucians, Chiet 
Don Euebet urged fellow poliucians to help the mili- 
lary keep their promise of finally withdrawing to the 
barracks: 

{Euebet] The lesson for us is to ensure that we do not 
arrive al any situation to threaten the territorial integrity 
of Nigeria. [laughter] 


{Okoma] The message trom the information and culture 
minister was read by his director general, Mr. Patrick 
Ettah. He drew attention to the similarities between the 
adminmistrauon of Gen. Murtala Muhammed and with 
that of the present administration, especially in areas 
of addressing the root causes of Nigeria’s political, 
social, and economic problems. [passage omitted] [end 
recording | 


Nigeria: Company Denies Report of Illegally 
Importing Explosives 

AB2702191796 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 
1700 GMT 27 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] ihe New Nigeria Development 
Company, NNDC, has refuted a national newspaper 
report, credited to the police, which claims that NNDC 
is the source of importauion of explosives used in the 
various bombings in the country. 


Speaking al a news briefing in Kaduna today, the group 
managing director of the NNDC, Alhasan Adamu Aliyu, 
vehemently denied the report, describing it as erroneous. 
He said neither the NNDC nor any of its subsidianes 
was involved in the importauion of explosives. Alhap 
Adamu Aliyu explained that the NNDC was a reputable 
company wholly owned by the governments of the 
1S northern states and could not be involved in such 
criminal acts. He recalled that the company itself 
had been a vicum of bombing attack and has been 
cooperating with security agencies. He said that culprits 
were identified. 


The group managing director said he had already 
written the inspector general of police to get the 
malicious information retracted and corrected. Alhay 
Adamu Aliyu then reaffirmed the loyalty of the NNDC 
to the Federal Government and pledged its commitment 
toward peaceful coexistence. 


Nigeria: Commentary on Attempts To Disrupt 
Upcoming Local Elections 

AB2702180096 Kaduna Radw Nigeria in English 
0900 GMT 27 Feb 96 

{Commentary by Abdulkarim al-Bashir] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] While political associations are 
massively instructing their presumed followers to ac- 
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lively participate in the forthcoming local government 
elections to be held on zero-party basis, 13 supposedly 
nonpartisan Organizations or Campaigners tor democ- 
racy and human rights, as they prefer to be so called, 
met as usual in Lagos and issued a communique calling 
on interested aspirants to boycott the polls or else they 
would cause disrupuon. 


For the avoidance of doubt, the coming exercise is a 
fairly intricate one, not quite in the known tradition 
of democracy, given particularly the collegiate system 
and the added fact that there appears not adequate 
preparations for the elections. Worse sull, we are most 
uxely going to witness nairacracy rather than democracy 
where naira power would eventually determine the 
outcome. Taking these and more into consideration, it 
will be deformist to rule that there are no democratic 
defects about the zero-party elections. 


However, this is not the first time we have been through 
such an arrangement. Obasanjo did it as also Babangida. 
In point of fact, it was more or less a fairly similar 
collegiate system that produced both Abiola and Tota 
where nairacracy played a most prominent role in their 
respective victories in Jos and Port Harcourt. Today, 
the result of that undemocratic arrangemcnt is what we, 
supposedly democratic puritans of our age, are using to 
tear the nation to pieces. 


True, they denounced what they then called the Ba- 
bangida democratic fraud and, in a typical tradition, 
called tor the boycott of the election at this ime. How- 
ever, when 12 June [election] was pointing toward Abi- 
ola, they suddenly turned full circle to say that it was 
the most serious elecuons ever organized in Nigeria. 
From initially calling it a democratic fraud, they sud- 
denly changed course to describe it as democratic ex- 
cellence on whose behalf they have been fighting since 
1993 very ceaselessly. 


In doing so, they never for one moment reasoned that 
it was a fraud fiom the initial stage then the outcome 


could not be possibly different. What could be said of 


their attitude is that it has been in the character of their 
rantings to challenge anything not pleasing to their ears 
and to hail those in their interest, including what they 
had earlier denounced as dirt. And, by the way, what 
democratic nght have they to announce a disruption of 
the polls when the greater majonty of Nigerians have 
indicated interest to fully participate ’ 


If, indeed, they are sincere democrats — as they wish 
the world to believe — then they should allow the 
majority to have their way while the minority should 
have their say. This is what democracy entails and how 
true democrats are supposed to behave. What we should 
deduce from their conduct is that these Anglo-American 
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propagated campaigners for democracy are in truth 
totalitarian dictators, Out wearing false democrauc garbs 
to cover the nakedness of their authoritarian inclination, 
using deceit as their most faithful weapon. The enure 
pro-democracy community in Nigeria cannot clam to 
have 10,000 followers yet because they are dictatorially 
inclined, they want to impose their insignificant minority 
views on the majority in the name of their own brand 
of democracy as Clearly a settled one. 


Their loudmouthing on the pages of newspapers give 
them the impression that they have national acceptance. 
Not even in the southwest, where they belong, are they 
totally accepted. The evidence for this ts that Afenitere 
{means “unknown’ in Yoruba language, a movement 
within the National Democrauc Coalition, Nadeco]} and 
by extension Nadeco domestuc, has come out to say that 
since the elections were not going to be held on party 
basis, then their members or any Nigerian for that matter 
was free to parucipate or otherwise. Given this position, 
it is an insult for a handful of pretentious individuals 
to warn Nigerians against acting out their free wall as 
guaranteed by law. 


Nigeria: More Commentary on Possible Disruption 
of Local Elections 

AB2802091796 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in Eaglish 
1700 GMT 27 Feb 96 


{Second commentary by Abdulkarim al-Bashir] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] For long, the impression has 
been that prodemocratic groups are nonpartisan. Now 
they are not. What they should do, therefore, 1s to test 
their popularity by going into full-blood politics and see 
if they will make any meaningful headway. It 1s not yust 
enough making noise along Lagos streets and believe 
that everyone would catch fire. 


- 


Nigerians are not fools to be led by those whose 
hidden agenda is known to all. Anyway, for our tny 
crowds of boycott maniacs, they don’t need to be told 
that boycott cannot be elective in Nigeria, given her 
cosmopolitan character. This accounts for why it has 
never succeeded. Worse sull, their approach to national 
issues, very selective and complex in nature, too narrow 
and villainous for national appreciation, make hollow 
their own noise on the issue. 


Unul they learn to spread out from Lagos and environs, 
their noises would for long continue to be [word 
indistinct] to millions of ears. They need no lectures on 
this score as they are in better positions to give lectures 
on the lessons of boycott and the national polity. 


Alhaji Lauf Jakunde, more than just the acting governor 
of Lagos, in the eyes of the prodemocratic pretenders, 
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made the impressive remark that al the lime we are 
badly clamoring for democracy, half of it is better than 
none. It is a reasonable logic. It makes no democratic 
sense speaking badly that the zero-party elections on the 
basis Of some parties’ democratic lapses. [sentence as 
heard] 


Like it or not, democracy cannot fully mature without 
the collective support of all segments of the Nigerian 
society nor would it on the basis of foreign support as 
shadow democrats, whose understanding of the game 
begins and ends with only that which interest them, and 
they alone want us to believe. For those who prefer 
to fool themselves, let them be told that no foreign 
power could reasonably impose a common conduct on 
all Nigerians without a deeper appreciation of their 
divergencies. The truth remains basic to our national 
character. 


For a foreign power to get some measure of national 
acceptance in Nigeria, it must be frankly open to all 
interest groups as they (?shift) from the current prac- 
lice where they have taken sides, not with democracy 
or human righis, but with certain vested interests within 
the polity. They are saying that this has caused con- 
siderable drawbacks to the democratic struggle in the 
land. Had Europe and America embrace all in their fight 
for democracy in Nigeria, Buhari would not have even 
shown up, nor would have Abacha. Unfortunately, they 
boggled everything through tactlessness and partisan po- 
sitioning without a proper appreciation of the Nigerian 
national character and orientation. 


We need a bit of this lecture so as to educate the several 
unliberated minds around who believe that they could 
behave anyhow since some foreign powers are ai the 
doorstep, waiting with supportive hands and ever ready 
io do a Haiti in Nigeria. Nothing is more fallacious. 


First, the prodemocracy pretenders who hold such views 
need to properly educate themselves on the nature of 
all Nigerians. Unfortunately, for many, Nigeria begins 
and ends in Lagos, not even at Oka, let alone Ibadan. 
This explains why some few Lagosians could sit down 
and elect to dictate peace for all. This tends to work 
smoothly in Nigeria. The quicker this is appreciated the 
better for them. 


Finally, as undemocratic as some take care to disturb 
the election, it is in the eventual interest of democracy 
for Nigerians to participate fully. To the polls, therefore, 
should everybody go when the time comes. 


FBIS-AFR-96-040 
28 February 1996 


Sierra Leone 


Sierra Leone: Second Day of Voting Delayed in 
Freetown 


AB2702132096 Paris AFP in English 
1228 GMT 27 Feb 96 


[Report by Francois-Xavier Harispe] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt) Freetown, Feb 27 (AFP) — 
Polls in the capital failed to reopen early Tuesday [27 
February) despite orders that Sierra Leone's presidental 
and parliamentary elections be given a second day, after 
violent incidents marred the first day of voung. 


Voters had turned out heavily on Monday for the poll 
aimed at ending four years of military rule here. 


Head of state Brigadier General Ju'tus Maada Bio said 
Monday night the polls would continue Tuesday, which 
he declared a public holiday, to allow everyone to cast 
their ballot. 


Despite his declaration in a radio broadcast, no polling 
Stations in the capital, Freetown, had re-opened at the 
Official starting time of 7:00 a.m. (0700 GMT). 


James Jonah, chairman of the electoral commission, 
INEC [Independent National Electoral Commission], 
conceded that there were problems — which he did not 
specify — but told AFP he had ‘given instructions for 
voting to recommence as soon as possible.” 


Officials at various polling stations visited by AFP gave 
different explanations for failing to reopen. One voting 
Official said Monday's broadcast statement was issued 
by the government, not INEC. Another said he wanted 
to take a shower first before continuing with the vote. A 
third, in a open-air station, said officials had slept near 
the ballot boxes unt! 6 a.m. and needed time to “freshen 
up” first. Others claimed the boxes were “too full to 
continue with the vote.” Some poll officials said they 
had already counted Monday's votes and were unsure 
how to continue the polls. Many voting officers had 
gathered outside the INEC building, armed with ballot 
boxes, not knowing what io do with them. 


Turnout was massive in Freetowi. on Monday, where 
head of state Maada Bio voted discretely late in the 
aflernoon, according to unconfirmed sources. [passage 
omitted] 
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Sierra Leone: Government Extends Curfew for 
27-28 Feb 


AB2702134596 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 
1310 GMT 27 Feb 96 


[Statement issued by the government in Freetown on 27 
February— live] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Government wishes to express 
its concern over the level of the riotous behavior 
yesterday 26 February 1996. The incidences in Bo, 
Kenema, Freetown, and other areas resulted in injuries 
to members of the Armed Forces as well as (civilians). 
Government is, therefore, appealing to the populace in 
general and members and supporters of the various 
parties (0 support its government during this critical 
period to maintain law and order. In order to maintain 
continued calm, curfew continues tonight from 2000 
to 0600. During the curfew, personnel working for 
INEC [Interim National Electoral Commission] and 
other categories of workers on essential services will 
be allowed free passage, asked to provide identity by 
security personnel. Cooperation of all is highly solicited. 


Sierra Leone: Twenty-Seven Killed in 
Election-Related Unrest 


AB2702160396 Paris AFP in English 
1536 GMT 27 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Freetown, Feb 27 (AFP) — 
At least 27 people have been killed since Sunday 
{25 February] in Sierra Leone in violence related 
to presidential and parliamentary elections, hospital 
sources said Tuesday. 


Paul Kamara, minister of housing and environment 
and a former journalist, and several other people were 
injured in the capital after a curfew was imposed 
at 10:30 p.m. (2230 GMT) Monday, sources at the 
Cannaught hospital said. Kamara was wounded in the 
leg by shots fired after the curfew started, Abdul Yillah, 
a witness told AFP. The minister was driving his car 
which was hit five times by bullets, and suffered several 
gunshot wounds around 11:30 p.m., said the witness. 


At least 10 of the dead were killed in Freetown by 
gunshot wounds sustained Monday, the day of the polls. 


The 10 dead were registered in the Cannaught hospital, 
in the center of Freetown, a doctor there told AFP. 


A further 17 bodies were received by the morgue in Bo, 
the country’s second city, 170 kilometers (105 miles) 
east of the capital, said medical sources there contacted 


by telephone. 


Five of these were the bodies of soldiers, while some 
were decapitated, according to the same sources. 
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The polls, extended into Tuesday, are due to end four 
years Of military rule in Sierra Leone. 


Sierra Leone: Observer, Voters Comment on 
Election Day 


AB2702160696 London BBC World Service 
in English 0630 GMT 27 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Following a late night military 
decree, there will be another chance today for Sierra 
Leoneans to cast their votes in presidential and parlia- 
mentary elections. Voting was originally meant to last 
just one day. Despite unexplained shootings in Freetown 
and attacks on voters in Bo, a threat by RUF [Revolu- 
lionary United Front) rebels to cause major disruption 
of polling failed to materialize, and people seem to re- 
spond enthusiastically to the chance to take part in a 
multiparty elecuon for the first time in 20 years. (Clau- 
dia MacRoy) tested the temperature in Freetown: 


[Begin recording] [(MacRoy)} [shouts from the crowd] 
When the polls opened yesterday, huge crowds of 
enthusiastic civilians turned out to vote. The mood was 
peaceful, and despite some logistical problems, voting 
began remarkably well as this presiding officer of one 
of the polling stations explained: 


[Unidentified electoral officer} Well, | am very very 
pleased. The event is really historic. People have turned 
out and the comportment is very orderly. We have 
the services of military men who are helping us with 
discipline, and everything is going on fine. 


[MacRoy] Are you surprised at the good turnout? 


(Electoral officer] It is no surprise because it is some- 
thing everybody has been looking for. February 26 is a 
day, in fact, everybody has been looking up to. 


[(MacRoy)] For many people, the event was particularly 
exciting since this was the first ever opportunity to vote. 


[Unidentified voter] Some have been here since 6 A.M. 


[((MacRoy)} And what did they find when they arrived 
here? 


[Voter] Some have been very annoyed and disappointed, 
but they have made up their minds that they would not 
give up. They would register their votes and they are 
determined to stay here up to midnight if possible. 


{((MacRoy)] But when reports of violence came from 
the southern provincial capital, Bo, everyone became 
concerned. Then later in the evening, heavy shelling 
and gunfire broke out in an area of Freetown near 
a military barrack. No one was sure who was firing 
or why. Once the pandemonium subsided, however, 
thousands of civilians took to the streets, chanting there 
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is no Foday Sankoh, and that th: chairman, Brigadier 
Julius Maada Bio, is the real rebel. They blamed him 
for all the trouble. Civilians vowed to protect their votes 
by holding an all-night vigil. The mood remained tense 
and unpredictable, while people await today's extended 
poll. [end recording) 


In many ways, the elections are taking place against 
the odds. The military government were not terribly 
keen — they have made their priority peace talks with 
the rebels. Then there were logistical problems and 
the ever-present security threat in the country that has 
been at war for the past five years. But there has been 
no shortage of international observers to monitor the 
process. | asked Moses Anafu, an observer with the 
team from the Commonwealth, if polling on the first 
day had gone smoothly? 


[Begin recording) [Anafu) Well, you have the odd 
difficulty with people going to the wrong polling 
stations, but basically, we did not encounter any major 
difficulties. Certainly, nothing that would suggest that 
the operation had gone wrong. 


{Marshall} What do you make of the violence that 
erupted in Bo and which claimed the lives of a number 


of people? 


[Anafu] Well, | would not say that I am entirely 
surprised by what happened in Bo, but on the other 
hand, I should also say that it did not dampen the spirit 
of the voters, thank God, because they resisted that kind 
of blackmail, and | hear from our reporter that when it 
had died down people went back too the queues to try 
and vote. 


[Marshall] In your own experience, is a second day of 
voting warranted in Freetown? 


[Anafu] Yes, there are some people who did not get 
an opportunity to vote either because the queues were 
so long that when it got to their turn, it was already 
too dark and there was no light. Those sorts of people 
would vote — basically a wrapping-up operation. 


[Marshall] And what about security arrangements for 
the ballot boxes overnight? 


[Anafu] Weil, | went to the offices of INEC [Indepen- 
dent National Electoral Commission), and I was told by 
a senior officer there that they are arranging to keep the 
boxes in safe places and that party agents will be present 
at those safe places where they would be kept. So, if 
they actually do that, we should have no problems. 


{Marshall} So, every effort is being made to prevent any 
tampering of the votes? 
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[Anafu) Yes, if 1 can say, if party agents are allowed to 
Stay where the boxes are, we should have no problems 
with the boxes. 


(Marshall) What was the role of the military on the first 
day of the voting? Was there a visible military presence? 


{Anafu] Yes, but not that big. You saw the odd jeep 
with the platoon of soldiers with guns, but | think on 
the whole, it will be fair to say that their presence was 
discreet, which is how we wanted it anyway. 


[Marshall] At this stage, Mr. Anafu, would you be able 
to describe the election as being free and fair from your 
Own experience? 


{Anafu) Well, from as I say, from what I saw, the people 
of Sierra Leone took the opportunity to select their own 
government, to elect their own government with two 
hands, and to that extent, yes I think it was a credible 
exercise. [end recording] 


Sierra Leone: Freetown Correspondent Details 
Post-Curfew Shootings 


AB2702173796 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT 27 Feb 96 


{From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] The voters of Sierra Leone 
have been given another chance today to take part in the 
first general elections for almost 20 years. Yesterday's 
voting was brought to an unexpectedly abrupt end. 
Today's extension was ordered by the ruling military 
council last night after shooting broke out in the capital. 
The first burst of gunfire was heard at about half past 
five. Although no one seemed to know why that was 
happening, it was clearly an attempt to disrupt the polls 
and a few hours later, shooting broke out again. On the 
line, Robin White asked our Freetown correspondent, 
Victor Sylver, what that was all about: 


{Begin recording} [Sylver] Well, we had an unexpected 
announcement on national radio at about 10:25 saying 
that a curfew was on at about 10:30. I mean we only 
had about five minutes’ warning and then people were 
trying to rush home. It would seem that armed men — 
some of these solidiers actually because they were seen 
— moved about firing, shooung people who were out 
in the streets, at sight. Some of them never even heard 
the announcement on national radio because it was so 
sudden. 


[White] Was anybody injured or killed” 


[Sylver] Yes, by the time I went to the central hospital 
this morning, I met at least eight people being treated 
for gunshot wounds. They had been shot at from all over 
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the city and then when I visited the mortuary, I saw the 
body of one of the political party agents. He had been 
shot dead. 


[White] Now, today there has been a second day of 
voting because the voting had to end early last night 
because of the shooting. What's been going on with the 
voung today? 


[Sylver] Well, people have been queuing again outside 
the various polling stations where they could not vote 
yesterday and.... [pauses] well, it has been generally 
welcome here, this announcement, that people can 
continue so that they can be allowed to exercise their 
voting right, but the negative thing about it all is that 
though it is welcome, the fact that they have announced 
that it is a holiday has seen many.... [pauses] commercial 
activity almost brought to a halt here and remember, 
we've just passed over the weekened and this is a 
Tuesday and people had wanted to replenish their stocks 
or whatever, but it would seem now that the shops are 
closed. They cannot do that. 


{White} When will they start counting the votes? 


[Sylver] They have already started counting the votes at 
some of the polling stations. I contacted INEC [Interim 
National Electoral Commission] just now and they told 
me that they can only tell us the final results and that we 
are free to go to all the polling stations where counting 
has taken place and then we can report on the results of 
the vote, but the interesting thing about this all is that 
last night, when some of these polling stations were 
engaged in counting, these gunmen in these unmarked 
vehicles firing automatic weapons, weapons that can 
only be in the hands of the Army, were out firing at 
them. In fact, the office of the Freetown (?Municipal) 
Council is all marked with bullet holes, and those who 
are in there trying to count the ballot papers had to take 
cover lest they be killed. The general feeling here is that 
maybe even when they are counting again tonight they 
could just be exposed to all kinds of danger. 


[White] It just sounds as if some people in the Army 
clearly don’t want this election to take place and don't 
want any results to be announced. Will that be right? 


{Sylver} Definitely, Robin. | mean, events of yesterday, 
1 think, have proved everything that you still have 
certain elements in the Army who will not like these 
elections to go on alright. Otherwise, the firing yesterday 
afternoon, those automatic weapons, in fact they fired 
mortar rounds. You don't have civilians having mortars. 
They could only be from the Army, and later on when 
I investigated, | discovered that the whole plan was to 
fire as many rounds as they can so that they can scare 
away the civilian populations from the various voung 
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centers in order to grab the ballot boxes. In fact three 
soldiers were caught with a ballot box from the Regent 
area, the Hill Station area where that firing came from 
yesterday afternoon. [end recording] 


Sierra Leone: Parties Concerned About ‘Double 
Voting’ in Bo 

AB2702194196 London BBC World Service 

in English 1705 GMT 27 Feb 96 


(From the "Focus on Africa” program) 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Bo, in Sierra Leone's southern 
province, also had its share of violence yesterday. 
Voters were attacked al some polling booths by men 
armed with machetes and there have been at least 17 
deaths. On the line, Elizabeth Ohene asked our reporter, 
Alhassan Sillah, if voting had continued in Bo today: 


[Begin recording} (Sillah] Initially, the parties decided 
that there were not interested again in voting, citing in 
particular the fact they have discovered that the indelible 
ink, which was supposed to last on the fingers of voters 
for 72 hours, is rubbing off much quicker and they 
insisted that should voting go on then people would 
double voting massively. So, they said initially they 
were not interested in any second voting. 


[Ohene] So if all the parties say that they don’t want 
an extra day of voting, then there should not be any 
problem then? 


{Sillah}] Well, no. That is not what it is because after 
the meeting today (Professor Kande) did promise that 
he was going to talk to Dr. James Jonah in Freetown and 
see what response he gets from him. When he came back 
to tell the political parties what Jonah had said, it was 
thai no, | mean, it is a presidential decree and voting 
should go on, and (Prof. Kande) had gone ahead and 
instructed his men to set, | mean, open polling booths 
in the center of town but the political parties—I have 
heen talking tu one or two their leaders—seemed still 
reluctant to ask their people to go and vote. 


[Ohene} But are there many people in Bo who were not 
able to vote yesterday? 


[Sillah] Well, [words indistinct] many people | suppose 
did not vote yesterday because voters turnout yesterday, 
in spite of what happened, in spite of the attack by 
armed men, voters turnout was massive and even after 
the attack people were still voting. In fact, they voted 
for something like three hours after the attack. So, very 
many people had cast their ballots by yesterday and then 
if there 1s no voting today, I don't think that would make 
any significant difference. 
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[Ohene] Now, have you seen people who had voted 
yesterday on whose fingers this indelible ink has wiped 
off? 


[Sillah] Well, indeed that is an interesting question 
because when thing was raised by political parties, 
everybody was indicating his or her fingers to see 
whether the ink dropped off or not. But one thing | 
did notice was that it is even if the index finger ink had 
rubbed off, but underneath the nail, you see clearly that 
the ink is still indelible. So I don’t think even if people 
decide to go and try to double vote, I think they would 
be picked up. 


{Ohene] So how is Bo town like today? 


[Sillah] Well, Bo is relatively quiet safe for some burst 
of gunfire this afternoon. I gather that that was when 
some military men were going to pick up some of these 
people who do sell drugs at some ghettos here. | gather 
that people allegedly at ease are the the people who 
are 2anging up agaisnt them by mobilizing the youth to 
kind of provoke the army. I think these men are being 
picked up just so that town would see some respite. [end 
recording] 


Sierra Leone: Calm Returns To Capital; Soldiers 
Held on ‘Coup’ Charges 

AB2802093696 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
0730 GMT 28 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text) Calm returned to Freetown, 
the Sierra Leonean capital, yesterday evening after the 
electoral violence that resulted in the death of at least 
27 people. The violence occurred on the second and 
last day of the presidential and legislative elections 
aimed at ending four years under a military regime. The 
results are expected to be announced today or tomorrow. 
James Jonah, chairman of the Interim National Electoral 
Commission, is satisfied with the fact that the poll could 
be organized. 


Meanwhile, persistent rumors circulating in the capital 
yesterday say that several tens of soldiers were arrested 
on 26 February for allegedly hatching a coup d'etat. 
According to other sources, their arrest was a pretext to 
denounce a coup d'etat allegedly hatched to enable the 
military to interrupt the electoral process and hang on 
to power. 
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Sierra Leone: Presidential Candidate Alleges Fraud 
in Elections 


AB2802120096 London BBC World Service 
in English 0630 GMT 28 Feb 96 


{From the "Network Africa” program hosted by Julian 
Marshall] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) [Marshall] The next stage 
of Sierra Leone's elecuons is now underway — the 
counting of ballots — but at least one political party ts 
already complaining about the conduct of the two-day 
poll. Last night, Abass Bundu, leader of the People’s 
Progressive Party, and himself, a presidential candidate 
in the elections, told me of his misgivings. 


[Begin recording) [Bundu] I will give you a couple of 
instances and these are all things that can be substanti- 
ated. Multiple voting was observed to be commonplace 
in many, many parts of the country. The device that 
INEC, which is the Interim National Elections Commis- 
sion, has relied upon to prevent this nefarious practice 
was the use of a so-called indelible ink which INEC 
assured the country would last for at least 72 hours. As 
it turned out, the ink was in fact, the ordinary stamp- 
pad type of ink and thus a substantial number of vot- 
ers had no difficulty, whatsoever, removing the ink and 
voting any number of times. We also ohcerved a large 
number of persons who are registere’ |» .e than once. 
Obviously, this is irregular and that the extra voter I.D. 
cards that they possessed were used to effect muluple 
voting. We also observed that some political partes had 
improperly obtained large quantities of blank voter reg- 
istration forms which they filled out and gave to their 
supporters to carry out muluple voting. Now, this, as 
I said, was made possible and indeed facilitated by the 
type of ink that was used. We understand, in fact, that it 
is a real indelible ink that the Government of India had 
provided to the commission and that ink had actually 
arrived in this country last Wednesday [21 February]. 
Why it was not used, I cannot say. 


[Marshall] These irregularities which you speak of, were 
they being perpetrated by an individual, a party, or a 
grouping? 


{Bundu] Well, from the observation of members of 
my party, and indeed, other parties, one can easily 
identify (exactly) a group of parties — about four of 
them — who are the main culprits in perpetrating these 
malpractices. 


[Marshall] Could you be more specific, Mr. Bundu? 


{Bundu] Well, at this point, | would not want to point 
my fingers specifically at the poliucal parties, but I think 
they are known. [end recording] 
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(Marshall) Dr. Abass Bundu, leader of the Progressive 
People’s Party of Sierra Leone, and | put some of the 
allegations he made about the conduct of the elections 
to one of the Commonwealth observers, Moses Anafu. 


[Begin recording} [Anafu] We did see some people who 
looked like they were slightly under age, if you like, 
in the queue where we were, which is the cast side of 
Freetown; but these were not more than two, three cases 
and even then, upon inquiry and cross checking, they 
appeared to have made the qualifications for voting. So, 
it is difficult for me to say, in short, because as I said, 
I was only in one side of the city and in any case, 
wherever we went, all the polling stations that I visited, 
we made it a point to ask all the political agents present 
— whether they were happy with all the arrangements 
or whether they had any complaints to make — and 
almost invariably, they all said they were pleased with 
the arrangements and they had no complaints. 


{Marshall} What about your other Commonwealth col- 
leagues in other parts of Sierra Leone? 


{[Anafu) On the same story, they also made it a 
point... [Anafu pauses} You see, we have a certain 
procedure and we are required by the procedures of 
Commonwealth observation to ask of the political 
agents whether they have any complaints that they 
want to raise about the electoral exercise and we had 
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a meeting yesterday. They all said that whenever they 
are asked this question, the invariable answer they got 
was no, they had no complaints. 


{Marshall} So, what you are saying 1s thal although 
you identified isolated irregularities, nothing on the 
systematic scale that is being alleged by Dr. Abass 
Bundu? 


[Anafu] From what our people saw and do not forget 
that we do not pretend that we saw every polling stauion 
in this country. From what our people saw or were 
able to see, they have not come up with any massive 
instances of malpractices, This is not in any Case to say 
that Dr. Bundu’s point is invalid. It is, of course, for 
the INEC, the Interim National Electoral Commission 
lo investigate his complaints. 


(Marshall) And one very brief quesuon on the counting. 
Dr. Anafu, will Commonwealth observers be present at 
that as well? 


|Anafu] Well, we have seen... [Anafu pauses] | saw a 
part of the count by INEC. That is the headquarters 
of the electoral commission; and I must say that | 
was enormously impressed by the lengths to which the 
electoral officers went to ensure transparency, but again, 
that was one man seeing one count. [end recording | 
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